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Message From the President

Hello to you all from my retreat in Downeast Maine where we have had a cool wet spring and sum-
mer. Despite the torrential rain and bad economy, the birding hot spots have stayed busy. When the
bear mother and cub werendt removing my bird
cluded pine siskins, purple finches, downys and hairys, and goldfinches among the chickadees and
nuthatches. | was informed that Maine is second only to Montana in terms of birding participation
rates with 39% of Mainers as sg@lfoclaimed Birders vs. 40% for Montana. Downeast puffins, loons
and lobster still bring the visitors. In southern Maine, the director of the Scarborough Marsh Audubor
Center counted visitors from 22 countries over Memorial Day. Michael Good, the director and foun-
der of the Acadia Birding Festival which just celebrated its 11th season, noted that birding is big busi-
ness and protecting ecological systems is going to benefit the Maine economy in the long run. Unfor-
tunately, there has been a long red tide outbreak along the coast o Mae®f those indicators we
observe is SW Florida and most of the shell fishing was impacted.

On a more positive note, | 6ve heard that [
on Sanibel beaches and a rare leatherback turtle nesting and hatch occurred on August 2nd with 90
hatchlings and 4 live released at night. Congratulations and thanks to all turtle volunteers and also tc
the Audubon Bird monitors on the Blind Pass Dredging Project which Mother Nature opened up on
August 3rd. I t weCapfiva Auduboniwitl Imegeprbsertted at Bing®arimg b e |
and another season of Audubon on Sanibel will be in full swing. | hope to see many of you in the
months ahead.

Personally, Chris and | had some proud moments this summer. We withessed the wedding o
my son David in Estes Park, Colorado, and then had the pleasure of hosting our 8 year old nephew
Matthew from Long | sland for a week in the Ma
Child in the Woodso, we did a three day canoe
Wildlife Refuge. Observing nature through the eyes of a young person listening to midnight loon
calls and spotting waddling porcupines, and roasting marshmallows on an open fire is well worth the
effort. May we all do out best to keep such moments alive for future generations.

Best wishes to you all in your outdoor adventures,

Paul

In addition to
lower productivity
(chicks per nest), the

Final, official figures are
nesting. According to Jason Lauritsen, assistant sanctuary
director, the colonies at Corkscrew initiated just over 1,100
nests without any significant abandonment of nests or nest
failures. Early nesting birds, those that initiated nesting by
around mid-January, had approximately 2.7 chicks per nest
on average. Stork pairs that waited until after mid-January
to begin nesting had approximately 2.1 chicks per nest.
Approximately 28% of the birds nested early (about 320
nests), but the bulk of the nesting (72%, or about 800
nests) started late as usual. Together, the 1,120 nests pro-
duced 2,570 chicks.

late fledging ghicks p,
faced a more difficult
feeding environment as
water levels were ex-
ceedingly low when
they came off the nest,
and some early heavy
rains fell in May diluting
what was left of the foraging base.

The earliest chicks to fledge probably had ample
time to build their flight muscles and hone their feeding
skills, giving them a much better chance of survival during

Photo by Denny Souers
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Wood stork nesting, continued y N

their first year when chick mortality rates are the highest. Com- O

pared to recent years, 2008-2009 was a great nesting season, !

helping compensate for the lack of nesting during the previous 5

two years. The three most successful years in

recent past were in 1992 with 1,200 nests/2,750 chicks; in 2000 aC n OS

with 1,720 nests/2,540 chicks; and in 2002 with 1,240
nests/3,160 chicks. The average for the last ten years is 610 Books and Paper
nests and 1,100 chicks per season. Complete nesting data

from 1958 through 2009 is at
www.corkscrew.audubon.org/Wildlife/Birds/Nesting Data.html.

IacIntosh Bocolks and Papers 1z honored
To support
The Sanibel-Captiva Audubon Society.

CAN WE TALK??? At the risk of overkill, the subject

of memberships and mailing labels needs one more visit. :
Except for the winter issue, it is often a guessing Best S_Ell_ers LOEE_‘I InterESt_bOOks'

game as to where to send the newsletter. National sends B]rdlng_’ G_ardemng{ Shelling |
mont hly updates of membersd add esses. fslpng Boatimgasons not
clear, they either delete or transfer out of chapter those trav-
eling north during part of the €Fthé CudtdndStatidhery Bah@T0tkcardsh ar ey
away address since to them you are not a chapter member Greeting Cards, Gifts

here. Thus we do not know if you have left in a huff, are no :
longer a member, or have expired on the tundra. National de-
letes liberally, and anyone not paid up gets the boot as well.

2365 Pertwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 335957

They often omit the expiration date of membership, which ' 259-472-1447 |
leaves critical questions unanswered. Sounds like passing the \ J
buck, doesnét it? But we think “yo Racintdshbhdckedomt and why

livery is not run like a well-oiled machine.

If you are known to us, we ignore these deletions and R = ey
try to gather as many away addresses as possible to send the )
newsletter to you. But even then, when do we send it? Eve-

ryone has a different pattern of travel, leaving from March to POSTCARDS FROM X

June and arriving from October to December. The only issue THE NORTH i j\

most likely to hit its target is the winter issue. One would think kg R_’,\

that since the newsletter goes first class, it would follow you Phyllis Gresham, our newest boa I e

just as your mail does, and in some cases it seems to do that, member, reports from western Ne . i & .

but there are al ways those tr ou|NarkeStie ihastheweatherchgstos 6t H&at |ar r i

back in our mailbox. come nice and, as she slays,
What to do! 1) Get a new membership chairman, 2) have lots of young cedar waxwings catching the bugs in the

evening over the pond, and a hooded warbler flew in to a
shrub next to me while | was walking to the meadow to look
for turkeys (which | saw).

Fix the program to accommodate these circumstances - Chris
has spent many hours here trying to tweak Access to accept
all the variables. 3) Go electronicd ah hah!!!

If you signed up for an e-newsletter, you would get
your copy wherever you are, as long as you have internet. Anyone have an interesting sighting?
And no more dull shades of blackd your copy would be in glo-

rious color. It would be instant, and available to readany =~ - -——w+—— —

time you choose. Dolores Mishell says that she keeps a file Be sure to visit

for each newsletter she receives. They are quickly accessible,

and she can delete them periodica

try. I f you donoét I i ke it VAW IR 0 - O+ Nd VB RSN & K-\ s’ A i 5

newsletters. Just send your request to: L .

jeanted@embargmail.com.

One more thingd check the expiration date on

g?/g:daudedress Iapel . Ifitis wrong, tell us. If itis heg you- Network
, you might want to renew before National

gets you! There are 50% off cards stuffed in each | t s s o e auslupdnofflor@a.org ,cclick on

Audubon Magazine. We always save them and R - ~ . ~
would be glad to send you one if you wish. 60 Take Atendlickondd s i g.rDonelp 6
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by Susan Harpham

Bringing Nature Home, How You Can Sustain Wildlife
with Native Plants

by Douglas W. Tallamy

Timber Press Portland, Oregon; 2007 (Second Printing
2009); 358 pages; $17.95

| GENERAL STORE

L
EESTARLISHED 189S
——

Open 7 days a Week, 7AM to 9 PM
. . . of T d

How can we welcome more different kinds of butterflies et b AN s

. . Periwinkle Way
and birds into our yards? Doug Tallamy, Chairman of the
Department of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the | Complste supsmmarket Chifts
University of Delaware explains how in this carefully re- | Tre Value Hardware Fropane
searched, richly illustrated, entertaining book for garden- g*i?"ﬁsgﬂmm HE“‘]‘“E““
ers and those who care about ecology and conservation. P:f:! T“;m o Kelpi i
Dr.Tallamy makes a strong case for using native plants | e peats Fishing Tackle
and tells why. Native plants attract a much greater variety| Gift Easkets Gift Frut Shepping
of beneficial insects and birds than naetives do. Native Western Union Organic/Natural Foods
insects can only eat plants with which they share an evoly- Homemads Pudge

tionary history. Birds need insects to feed their young and

472-1516/4 72-8073

provide energy, so bugs are necessary for bird reproduc-
tion. As the number and diversity of native plants de-

crease, so do the number and diversity of bugs, and there-
fore, so do the number and diversity of birds. Only peop
can inhibit the spread of alien plants.

www.baileys-sanibel.com

VOLUNTEERS FOR SCCF NATIVE

PLANT NURSERY
Jenny Evans, director of the Sanibel-
Captiva Conservation Foundation Na-
tive Plant Nursery, tells us that the
2 nursery has recently expanded its vol-
ecosystems in the gar denef{B{® I wioer plogean. Workingirrtedms of He i
lists of aesthetically pleasing native plants with wildlife two, their industrious crews are rising to
value and desirable landscaping attributes appropriate for the challenge of propagating plants and
. . ) ping customers with answers to their questions. If
each region of the country and explains how to incorpo- you are interested in sharing in this interesting pro-
rate native plants into a landscape plan. His extensive ligéct, contact the Native Plant Nursery at 239-472-
includes shade and specimen trees; shrub and understotg32.
trees; conifers; vines; stream-
4 side plants; ground covers;
4 herbaceous perennials for dry P
sites; herbaceous perennials |
for moist and wet sites; :
grasses, sedges, rushes; and
ferns. If you enjoy gardening
and nature, read this book!



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.oriongrassroots.org/phpthumb/phpThumb.php%3Fsrc%3Dhttp://www.oriongrassroots.org/uploads/org_logos/SCCF_logo_crop.jpg%26w%3D200%26zc%3D1&imgrefurl=http://www.oriongrassroots.org/org/sanibel_captiva_conser
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://pbrownacsw.com/butterfly%2520%26%2520flowers%2520posterized.jpg&imgrefurl=http://pbrownacsw.com/you_found_the_pathway_to_my_secr.htm&usg=__dRWJTbauPf8NV1A8pacX5yTQuuc=&h=2000&w=3008&sz=1472&hl=en&start=4&sig2
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loggerheads alternate the front flippers when
they crawl on land. Greens and leatherbacks
use both left and right flippers at the same
time, creating a parallel crawl. The June 3
crawl was wider than a loggerhead crawl, there
was a very large body pit and a large mound of
sand camouflaging the nest area.

Leatherback Turtles on Sanibel

Courtesy of Karen Nelson,
SCCF Communications Coordinator

On the night of August 2, a nest of leatherback sea turtles

natched on Sanibelos East Ioad®0Has & Qo VIREeCIio o

mented leatherback nest in Lee and Collier counties. season fam Ma throu h

Vol unteer Linda Gornick, Tck y 998089‘?505 Sea
7 Research & Monitoring Pro-

Books and Paper

MaclIntosh Books and Papers is honored
To support
The SanibelCaptiva Audubon Society.

Best Sellers«  Local Interest books:
Birding, Gardening, Shelling
Fishing, Boating
Fine Custom Stationery, Boxed Notecards
Greeting Cards, Gifts

2365 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957

3. Gornick notified permittee
M head crawl. It was identified

and body pit raised the possi-
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, and
Amanda Bryant with Herpe-
gust 3. There were 94 empty
hatchlings were recovered.
normally dug aftethree days

239472-1447

ger of predation (a ghost crab

gram, found the nest on June
v .| Tom Krekel, who quickly de-
termined it was not a logger-
i as a probable green sea turtle
’ —— nest but the very large crawl
bility that it was a leatherback
nest. Photos of both the nest and crawl were provided to the
confirmation was received that it was probably a green.
SCCF Sea Turtle Coordinator
tologist Chris Lechowicz dug
the nest on the morning of Au-
eggshells, 29 unhatched eggs
and four live leatherback
The hatchlings were released
that night. Hatched nests are
but the nest was dug early be-
cause it was in immediate dan-
was already digging in the nest
when Bryant arrived).

Amanda with hatchling

Leatherbacks very rarely nest in Southwest Florida; ong Sometimes | think the surest sign that intelligent |ife exis
leatherback nest was documented in Sarasota County. | elsewhere in the universe is that none of it has trled to
Leatherbacks do nest along the Florida panhandle and { ¢ontact us. _
east coast; a few leatherback hat Bill
lings from the east coast were re- Vatterson (1958 ) . 1
leased by Charles LeBuff on San cartoonist, fAgalv
bel in the 070s Integrity without knowledge is weak and useless'aﬁd
ment. knowledge without integrity is dangerous and dreadful.
The crawls of loggerheads are e3 e
ily distinguished from those of Johnson (1708 1784)
greens and leatherbacks becaus1
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