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Message From the President  

Our Mission:     Promoting Interests in Wildlife on Sanibel and Captiva Islands, 
and fostering the Cause of Conservation with Emphasis on Birds and their Habitat.  

 A warm summer Hello from Downeast Maine where we have been receiving significant 
òfilteredó sunlight a/k/a rain making for great reading weather.  Chris & I arrived here in early 
May at the cabin in the woods by the sea with 40 degree mornings and a visit from our local bear, 
3 turkey hens with 17 poults, loons in the distance and a puffy scarlet tanager resting on our railing.  
Weõve been hiking and biking and kayaking with the neighbor harbor seals and nesting eagles.  
Did I mention the bear?  (Heõs visited us as often as our human visitors.)  I got to do some fly fish-

ing on Moosehead Lake where the giant developer Plum Creek plans to òdevelopó the wilderness.  
Déjà vu anyone?  Even the Schoodic Peninsula has an Italian developer with plans for the undis-
covered side of Acadia parkland.  So it goes.. literally? 
 
 Weõve hosted some Audubon visitors this summer including David Anderson, the execu-
tive director of Audubon of Florida.  He did 3 days of good birding in our favorite haunts including 
Petit Manaan and Great Wass Island. It was interesting for him to be around so many young war-
blers.  He did alert us to the good news about U.S. Sugar and the state purchase of the Everglades 
Agricultural Area.  This should restart everglades restoration ð many thanks to those of you who 
have emailed and written letters in support of restoration.  This purchase comes just in time to help 

redirect the Big O waters south rather than west to the Caloosahatchee at the wrong time for our 
estuary in southwest Florida.  Now we have to keep the focus to the west of Sanibel for possible 
new oil drilling and consequences. 
 

   Finally, Iõd like to thank all of our board members for the excellent job they do so willingly.  
I can assure you that we will have a fine program set up for the 2009(!) season because of their efforts.  Thanks also 
to Tom Rothman our resigning Treasurer and board member for his work on the òbooks.ó 
 
Best wishes to all of you and see you in October at Bailey Days and Ding 

Darling Days and on the trails. 
 

     Paul 

 
 
 
P.S.  A few good reads to pass on for the summer: 
 
Pigeons by Andrew Bleckman; The Verb to Bird by Peter Cashwell, and most of all 

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver which Chris has chosen as her new 

ò Gideon Bibleó to share with friends.  She passed out 20 copies so far.  It was fun 
to read about Ginny and Wendell Kingsolverõs role in Barbaraõs life on the farm.  If 
you see them at one of our Audubon programs in January ð ask about secret as-
paragus patches! 
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AUDUBON of FLORIDA NEWS  

 

Audubon of Floridaôs 

work with state and gov-

ernment agencies to re-

store water flow to the 

Everglades took on in-

creased importance as 

documentation of sea 

grass loss and sponge die 

off threaten Floridaôs 

lobster industry.  In some 

areas, all sponges are 

dead, choked by the al-

gae which clogs their 

filtering mechanism.  

About 90% of the stateôs 

commercial lobster catch 

comes from the Keys.  

The catch has been de-

clining for the past 7 

years and much of this 

loss is attributed to algae 

blooms.  Peter Frezza, a 

biologist at Audubonôs 

Tavernier Science Center 

said that good bonefish-

ing is also gone from the 

Keys.  Restoring the 

natural flow of water 

from the Everglades 

through the bay could 

reduce the strength and 

duration of these blooms. 

Florida Bay  New Policy Associate  

Monique-Bourboen has joined Audubon of 

Florida as Northeast Florida Policy Associate.  

For the past ten years, she has coordinated St. 

Petersburg Audubon Society's imperiled shore- 

and seabird monitoring and protection work. In 

this capacity, she recruited, trained and coordi-

nated a 200-person volunteer corps to monitor, 

manage and steward Pinellas County's beach- 

and rooftop-nesting birds; this partnership 

has become a model to be emulated throughout 

Florida. Seeking to improve public manage-

ment of shore-dependent bird species, 

she expanded the partnership by facilitating an 

ongoing regional forum for state and municipal 

land managers, agencies, academia and volun-

teers. During the course of this work, she suc-

cessfully secured funding from traditional and 

nontraditional sources, co-authored related 

publications and posters, developed outreach 

and education materials, commanded substan-

tial media coverage to support her efforts, and 

presented lectures and workshops to varied 

audiences throughout the state.  Audubon has 

enjoyed great success employing policy staff 

with scientific backgrounds. Monique has an 

advanced degree in biology from the Univer-

sity of Neuchâtel, Switzerland, and 

speaks three languages.  Some of Audubonôs 

most valuable staff has been recruited from 

chapters.  Monique can be reached at mbour-

boen@audubon.org.  She is located at the 

Guana-Tolomato-Matanzas National Estuarine 

Research Reserve in Marineland, Florida. 

Climate Change  

Audubon has made climate 

change action a number one 

priority and has teamed up 

with the Alliance for Climate 

Protection to promote the 

campaign.   Audubon testi-

fied in July at the Florida 

Public Service Commission 

(PSC) workshop on a Renew-

able Portfolio Standard 

(RPS), which will require 

electricity generators to sup-

ply a percentage of power 

from renewable sources, such 

as solar and wind. Florida 

Energy Bill, HB 7135, directs 

the Commission to establish 

rules for the RPS and present 

them to the legislature for 

approval in early 2009. 

Audubon is working to en-

sure that the standard sets a 

mandatory goal of 20 percent 

clean renewable power by 

2020 and emphasizes solar 

energy.  Join Audubon of 

Floridaôs climate action net-

work at http://

audubonaction.org/florida/

join1.html.   

Important  
Purchase  

Audubon 2008 Legislative Session Final Report  

Everglades Agri-
cultural Area 
Purchase.  The 

purchase of 

187,000 acres from 

US Sugar will go a 

long way to revital-

izing Everglades 

restoration.  Audu-

bon of Floridaôs 

staff, chapters and 

subscribers to Re-

store: Everglades 

Action Network 

who have consis-

tently kept the pres-

sure on the Gover-

nor and all state 

agencies to follow 

through on plans to 

restore the Ever-

glades are to be 

thanked for their 

efforts. Thanks are 

also due to Gover-

nor Christ for his 

leadership and 

commitment to 

improving the life 

of all Floridians.    

.  Many thanks to our members for strong grassroots lobbying support through phone calls, meetings, letters and emails.  Grass-
roots efforts in many ways made the difference.  Brief summary of results includes: 
Ô Florida Forever extends $300 million per year for 10 years.  Special thanks to Sen. Burt Saunders. 

Ô Clean Oceans Act ς forces gambling vessels to treat rather than dump onboard sewage. 

Ô Leah Schad Memorial Ocean Outfall Program ς bans new ocean outfalls (partially treated sewage) and requires existing 

outfalls to first use advanced treatment and ultimately reuse water.  Bill named after the late Leah Schad, longtime Audu-

bon leader and board member. 

Ô Everglades Bonds and Fl Keys Wastewater bonds ς extend the authority to use the sale of up to $100 million per year for 

10 years for Everglades restoration and adds funds for Keys wastewater program.  

Ô Seagrass Protection and Seagrass Mitigation Banks ς allows enforcement against intentional harm to seagrass in aquatic 

preserves. 

Ô Energy ς requires electric power utilities to work with their customers to reduce demand through conservation.  Also en-

dorses a cap-and-trade program for green house gases and creates incentives for renewable energy. 

Unfortunately, the Spring Protection bill did not pass; but fortunately, through the hard work of Audubon policy and grassroots 
chapter members, several bills that preempted local environmental, fertilizer, mining, and development laws also did not pass.  
Again, many thanks for your efforts. 
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ñCode Pinkò  -  
U.S. National Parks Magazine  
  

 This month's National Parks 

Magazine, which is distributed to 340,000 

National Parks Conservation Association 

members, features an excellent story describing how the decline 

in the number of nesting spoonbills in Florida Bay may well indi-

cate the bay's potential ecological collapse.  Thanks to the 

strength and credibility of Audubon science staff, lead researcher 

Dr. Jerry Lorenz and his staff in particular, we have the data to 

make a case to move more water into northeast Florida through 

the C-111 canal.  Audubon is asking that ecological metrics be 

used to measure the response of the system to more water. 

 Robert Porter Allen likened spoonbills to òorchids taking 

wing.ó  According to Jerry Lorenz, it is hard not to feel con-

nected to spoonbills.  According to Jerry, òevery time a spoonbill 

flies overhead, it seems to turn and look right at you ð like a nod 

from an old friend.ó  I doubt that there is a Sanibel or Captiva 

islander who is not connected to spoonbills. 

  According to the National Parks Service article, Florida 

Bay, a shallow body 

of water on the 

southernmost end of 

Everglades National 

Park, was bustling 

with spoonbills until 

the late-1800s when 

the species was extir-

pated from the area 

after being hunted 

for plumage, a popu-

lar accessory in 

womenõs hats. In 

1935, the Audubon 

Society launched a 

successful campaign 

to bring them back. 

By the mid-1970s, 

1,250 nests were 

documented in Flor-

ida Bay.  Spoonbill 

populations plum-

meted again though because of wetland drainage and develop-

ment, resulting in 600 nests in the 1980s, to 450 in the 1990s, and 

260 nests counted this year. 

 The algae bloom in Florida Bay is resulting in the sea 

grasses and wildlife being replaced with micro-algae. All the fish 

are leaving as well as the birds.  What can you do?  Support Ever-

glades restoration and contact us for more information on how to 

support spoonbill study at the Audubon Tavernier Science Cen-

ter.  
 

Chris Andrews 

Board of Directors 

Audubon of Florida 

 

Robert Porter 
Allen likened 
spoonbills to 
ñorchids taking 
wingò. 

 
The C-111 is an important artery in south Florida's water 

management infrastructure. This wide canal serves 

to channel flood water away from western Miami-Dade 

County during the rainy wet season.   

The C-111 has serious impacts on the health of both Bis-

cayne and Everglades National Parks. The canal diverts a 

large volume of freshwater away from most coastal wet-

lands, then deposits this flow in an artificially high concen-

tration in northeastern Florida Bay.  As a conse-

quence, these coastal areas, and the wildlife they sup-

port, experience regular disruptions to their natural levels 

of salinity.  The C-111 project seeks to fill the southern 

portion of the waterway and replace it with an east-west 

"spreader" canal. This new feature would distribute flood 

waters in a more natural fashion over a broad expanse of 

coastal wetlands in northeast Florida Bay. When imple-

mented, the project will help restore the ecosystems around 

Taylor Slough, while providing flood protection to the C-

111 basin. 

                              Photo by © Karl Werner 

History is the version of past events that people have de-
cided to agree upon. 
    ðNapoleon 

Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test 
Á ÍÁÎȭÓ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȟ ÇÉÖÅ ÈÉÍ ÐÏ×ÅÒȢ 

    ɂAbraham Lincoln 
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The Young Birderôs Guide to Birds of Eastern 

North America   by Bill Thompson III, Houghton Mif-

flin, 2008, 256 pages, $14.95 paperback 
 

 This clearly written, well illustrated, beautifully put-together 

field guide was written for 8-12 year olds but will appeal to begin-

ning birders of all ages. Providing just the right amount of informa-

tion to be useful and fun, this Petersen Field Guide is loaded with 

color photographs, drawings, interesting facts, and range maps that 

kids can use on their own without help from an adult. This lively 

guide combines the talents of Bill Thompson, editor of Birder 

Watcherôs Digest, his wife Julie Zickefoose artist, and advice from 

his 11 year old daughter Phoebeôs class on what would make the 

book most helpful for kids. Each of the 200 most common and inter-

esting birds in eastern North America is described on a full page 

packed with information. Each species page contains one or two 

photos of the bird in typical plumages along with a drawing by Julie 

Zickefoose showing an interesting behavior or characteristic of the 

bird. Also included on each species page are four sections: ñLook 

forò containing important visual cues and field marks; ñListen forò 

describing vocalizations made; ñRememberò including key points to 

keep in mind when identifying the species such as other easily con-

fused species, juvenile patterns, or comments on gizz; and ñFind itò 

pointing out geographic and range information. Then there is the 

ñWowò comment included in a circle in every species account giving 

a single particularly interesting fact about the bird. 

 The beginning of the book contains an excellent introduc-

tion addressing such important topics as ñGetting started in bird 

watching.ò ñIdentification Basics,ò ñField Skills,ò ñBirding Man-

ners,ò and ñBirding By Habitat.ò Thompson also includes two top 

ten lists: ñTen things you can do for birdsò and ñTen tips for begin-

ning bird watchers.ò This easy to use, informative, attractive book is 

a WOW! 

 
by Sue Harpham 

This is a myth. 
Bottled water may be cleaner, less clean, 

or exactly as clean as the water that comes 

out of your tap. 

Those charming images of mountain 

springs don't guarantee anything about the 

water within the bottle. FDA regulations 

require bottled water to meet EPA stan-

dards for tap water, but quality varies: 

some bottled water is cleaner than the av-

erage American's tap water, some has been 

treated even less than tap water, and some 

actually is tap water. So there's no reason 

to assume that your average bottle of wa-

ter is any cleaner than the water that's 

coming from your sink. Nearly all Ameri-

can municipalities have EPA-approved 

water, so 

why not take advantage of this tasty prod-

uct of your tax dollars?  

You are entitled to contact your water sup-

plier with any concerns or for information 

on its compliance with EPA regulations: 

check out the EPA's page on safe water. 

If you are concerned about the quality of 

your local tap water, you can also invest in 

a filter - whether it's a pitcher, a tap fitting, 

or a household installation. 

In addition to bottled water quality being 

questionable, the bottled water you drink 

is produced at an environmental cost. Pro-

ducing plastic requires petroleum and 

other natural resources. And though it's 

clear and tasteless, water is not weightless 

- the fuel burned to transport those bottles 

emits hundreds of thousands of tons of 

carbon into the air every year. This carbon 

contributes to the build-up of greenhouse 

gases that is causing global warming. And, 

although water bottles are generally recy-

clable, only 13% find their way to a recy-

cling plant. Americans didn't always con-

sume this much bottled water, and it might 

be to our benefit to remind ourselves that 

those bottles are truly a luxury, one the 

planet can't afford. 

by Candice Ethridge 

Bottled Water is Cleaner and Safer to Drink Than Tap Water (?) 
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Hello everyone, 

As this is my last day of work for this season (I will be return-

ing sometime in mid/late February), I wanted to be sure to give 

you all a summary of our season (which has not quite con-

cluded). 

We had 10 nests this year, 8 of which hatched.  Nests 3, 4, and 5 all fledged 1 chick each, for a total of 3 fledglings. 

Nests 6, 8, and 10 currently have 2, 1, and 1 chick respectively on the east end.  The two chicks from nest 6 are 30 days old today 

and should fledge any day now, while the chick from nest 8 is two days younger than them.  The chick from nest 10 is 2.5 weeks 

old.  All three broods are currently located in the stretch of beach from Summer of 42 to the Sanibel Inn. 

There is also a post-breeding season flock hanging out in the same area, which has consistently contained about 9-13 plovers. 

Thank you all for your assistance in monitoring the plovers this year and I hope to see you all next winter!   

A note from SCCF Seasonal Technician Cara Faillance 

SCCF began a new monthly series this 

summer called ñFirst Mondays: Policy at 

SCCF,ò with Natural Resource Policy Di-

rector Rae Ann Wessel presenting the lat-

est information on the environmental is-

sues that the Foundation is following.   

 

Topics covered this summer included the 

EAA land purchase, an over-

view of how the greater Everglades system 

affects Sanibel and Captiva and a look at 

some of the legal issues affecting Ever-

glades restoration.  Future topics will range 

from in-depth looks at particular areas to 

discussion of broader issues.  Rae Ann also 

recaps the meetings and issues of the pre-

vious month plus gives a preview of up-

coming issues of concern. 

 

The meetings are casual and questions are 

welcome.  ñFirst Mondays: Policy at 

SCCFò is on the first Monday of the month 

in the SCCF Nature Center auditorium, 

starting at 10 a.m.  The programs are free 

and no reservations are required. Please 

call SCCF at 472-2329 for more info. 

 

NOTE: The September ñFirst Mondaysò 

will be held on September 8. 

3##& ÂÅÇÉÎÓ Ȱ&ÉÒÓÔ -ÏÎÄÁÙȱ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ 

 

9-20-08   Coastal Clean-Up                        SCCF 

10-19-08 Bailey Fest       Baileyôs Shopping Center 

10-26-08 Ding Darling Days      Habitat Management Facility 

11-2 to 8-08 Celebrate Sanibel Week    COTI/Community House 

11-15-08 Winter Wine Tasting FundraiserðWelcome Back Members SCCF 

12-5-08 Annual Meeting 5:00 PM    SCCF Porch 

12-5-08 Luminary 5:45 PM     Community House 

12-8-08 Shop & Sip 5ð7 PM     SCCF Gift Shop 

1-09 TBA Bob Wigley Preserve Dedication    Casa Ybel Preserve 

2-11-09 Life Member (Benefactor) Luncheon  11:30 AM  Island Inn 

2-16-09 Presidentsô Day Open House 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM SCCF 

2-19-09 Cocktail Party for Intern Artist Auction  5:30 PM  Bank of the Islands 

2-24-09 Intern Art Auction  5:30 PM    Community House 

3-09 TBA Legacy Society Recognition Event   TBD 

3-16-09 Chamber-After-Hours/Conservation Awards  5:30 PM SCCF 

3-19-09 Volunteer Party  6ð8 PM    BIG ARTS 

4-3-09 Cocktail Party  -  Tennis Tournament  6:00 PM  SCCF 

4-4ï 5-09 17th Annual  Tournament 8:00  AM both days  Dunes Golf & Tennis Club 

4-18-09 Earth Day ñBeing Greenò    SCCF 

   

SCCF Events for 

SCCF NEWS  

Did You Know? 

The endangered 

Florida Panther is 

closely monitored 

in Everglades Na-

tional Park by air-

craft and radio col-

lars. Information 

about territory, 

movement, and 

food preference is 

critical in managing 

the future of this 

remarkable animal. 

Look for a new pin for sale 
next season. 

FLORIDA PANTHER 

 

 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 19  
 

FOOD  
          ENTERTAINMENT  
               GAMES 
                    FUN FOR ALL    Sam Bailey  472 -1516  
 

Donõt Miss 
Baileyõs Way of 

Thanking Their  

Customers  

IN BAILEYõS PARKING  LOT 
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Ȱ$ÉÎÇȱ $ÁÒÌÉÎÇ .72 #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ΧΦΦÔÈ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙÓ 
of Three National Wildlife Refuges on National Pub-
lic Lands Day: 

 

Saturday September 27, 2008  
Randell  Research Center  

13810 Waterfront Drive  
Pineland, Pine Island,  FL  

 

9 AM �³ 2 PM 
 

FREE TO THE PUBLIC 

 

Pine Island National Wildlife Refuge 

(September 15, 1908) 

          Matlacha Pass National Wildlife Refuge 

          (September 26, 1908) 

                    Island Bay National Wildlife Refuge 

                   (October 23, 1908) 

Questions: 

Toni Westland 

Park Ranger, Environ-

mental Education Spe-

cialist 

JN ñDingò Darling NMR 

239/472-1100 x236 

FIRST 20 PEOPLE MUST 

RSVP AT GAEA GUIDESðGUIDED KAYAK NA-

FREE KAYAK 

TRIPS TO REFUGE 

ISLANDSðmeet at 

RRC parking lot 

Discounted and FREE boat 

toursðarrive early! 

�i �� Randell Research  Center Archeological Tours 9 AM & 1 PM  
�i �� Lee County Parks and Recreartion Blueway Mobile  
�i �� USFWS Refuge information booths all day  
�i �� Calusa Land Trust information booth all day  

 

OCTOBER 19 to 26, 2008  

RECONNECTING  FAMILIES 

TO NATURE 

SUNDAY FAMILY FUN DAY OCT. 26  

�i �� Biking, Birding & Refuge Tram Tours  

�i �� Wildlife Art and Crafts  

�i �� Nature Photography  

�i �� Live Wildlife Presentations  

�i �� Touch Tank & Butterfly House  

�i �� Kayaking and much more!  

DINGDARLINGDAYS.COM  

239-472-1100  

FREE! 

Please see next page for events related 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ΣΡΡÔÈ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ ÏÆ $ÉÎÇ $ÁÒÌÉÎÇȭÓ Υ 
Island Refuges and the APPEARANCE of 
TEDDY ROOSEVELT himself!  


