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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Our Mission:    Promoting interests in Wildlife on Sanibel and Captiva Islands, and fostering the Cause of Conserva-
tion with emphasis on Birds and their Habitat. 

 

Summer greetings to all from Chris & Paul celebrating nature in our downeast Maine 
escape habitat.  Having left Florida in early May, we visited Alabama and Pelee Is-
land along the way, following the migration of our feathered friends and family too.  
Pelee Island was alive with birds including yellow warblers, Baltimore orioles, ruby 
crowned kinglets, etc.  It was a real island experience absent the causeway.  Arriv-
ing at our summer place, we quickly put up feeders and the hummingbirds, chicka-
dees, purple finches, red-breasted nuthatches, hairy woodpeckers, pileated wood-
peckers, slate colored juncos and goldfinches arrived immediately busily feasting on 
my Stokes seeds and suet when an unexpected visitor, a large black bear with an 
injured rear leg proved that climbing trees was easy.  After raising the wire hangers 
and a few loud toots from an air horn (sorry neighbors) he hasnôt returned but the 
hairy woodpecker quickly hit the suet feeder looking like a finalist in a pie eating con-
test on the 4

th
 of July.   

Thanks to visits from Sanibel Audubon friends, weôve kept up on local SW Florida 
issues while birding at Petit Manaan (titmôman) Refuge.  Iôve enjoyed catching up on 
reading, especially Louise Dickinson Rich all about the Schoodic and Gouldsboro 
area.  We birded with Downeast Audubon at the Great Pond Mountain wilderness 
(Black throated blue warblers, scarlet tanagers)  and rediscovered the Humboldt In-
stitute Saturday evening Cosmos Colloquia just down the road from us.   Reading 
the most recent Audubon for July/August ñThe 
State of the Birds 2007: Common Birds in De-

clineò was not easy reading but I was given some hope by 
the article on ñAcadia Bioblitz and the Joy of Flies.ò    There 
is a great picture of our neighbor Richard Hildreth on page 
49 ï quite a character whose passion gives us a mental lift 
when things appear hopeless.   We plan to enjoy his com-
pany for this yearôs bioblitz as we volunteer to identify and 
inventory spiders at Acadia.  Arachnophobes beware! 
Weôll keep you posted on the outcome ï best wishes for the 
summer and remember this quote from Lynn Havsall, an en-
vironmental educator at the College of the Atlantic at Bar 
Harbor, ñTime is fun when youôre having flies.ò (or spiders!) 
 

         Paul                                                                           
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Paul with baby purple finch that bonked 
her head on their window despite a 
huge blue painterôs tape X with plastic 
bags flapping from it.  She probably just 
wanted to cuddle with Paul. 

May you live your life as if the maxim of your actions 
were to become universal law. 

- Immanuel Kant 
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Take down this URL:  

www.sanybel.com/florida_wildlife.htm  
It is the brainchild of our good friend and frequent lecturer 
Charles LeBuff, and is a fascinating, 
well organized and very well written col-
lection of material that is of interest to all 
of us.    The author of three books and 
many scientific papers, Charles shares 
his vast knowledge, focusing on, as he 
says, human and natural history of 
southwest Florida.  The site includes a 
four-part history of Sanibel-Captiva Audubon. 
Whether your interest lies in archeology, the Calusa Indi-
ans, manatees, red time, alligators, snakes, birds, sea 

turtles, frogs, mosquitoes, water quality,  or many other 
topics, Charles is sure to cover it in future editions.  
 Your comments or contributions, (written, photos, 
experiences, etc.) are most welcome.  Charles said ñI 
donôt want to make this a one-man showò.  He also noted 
that at this point in his life, he doesnôt have a mandate to 
stay away from controversy, so we can expect some 
saltiness now and then! 
 A new book, The Sanibel Island Lighthouse is 
coming out soon in CD ROM, 150 pages with pictures 
and the colorful 
history of the 
Lighthouse.  

  
 
Please be sure to 
visit                                          
       
www.sanybel.com/florida_wildlife.htm.  You can also 
reach the site by going to www.sanybel.com and click-
ing on Florida Wildlife Newsletter at the bottom of the 
home page. 

A WEBSITE YOU WONõT WANT TO MISS 

Corkscrew Swamp    A rare ghost orchid was identified 

by two visitors looking for owls, the first new ghost orchid 

identified in over a decade. 

Common Birds in Decline   A study released  by Na-

tional Audubon reveals that many common birds are experienc-

ing precipitous declines.  Floridaôs vulnerable common birds 

include (percentage of decline since 1967 in parentheses): 

American Kestral (81%), Black Skimmer (63%), Clapper Rail 

(81%), Northern Bobwhite (63%), and American Bittern 

(53%).   Habitat loss is the primary threat.  What to do you 

ask? 

¶ Support Florida Forever, Floridaôs successful land ac-

quisition program 

¶ Join Audubonôs Conservation Network, alerts and in-

formation at www.audubonaction.org/Florida 

¶ Join your local Audubon Chapter 

www.audubonofflorida.org/who_chapters  

¶ Support Audubon of Florida 

www.audubonofflorida.org/help_donate 

Audubon of Florida actively engages in policy decisions by 

championing land acquisition and good habitat management; 

taking an active role in growth management and transportation 

planning;  advocating for healthy wetlands and sound water 

management policy; meeting the challenge of climate change 

with leadership on energy issues; and helping to find solutions 

to the challenges wildlife face. 

Audubonôs Bird of Prey Center wins Award   On 

Tuesday, May 1st, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service presented 

Audubon of Florida with their Director's Conservation Award 

for our work at the Audubon Center for Birds of Prey in Mait-

land. The award recognizes the Center's leadership among na-

tional rehabilitation centers for its expertise in Bald Eagle care, 

and singles out the 250 volunteers involved with the Center's 

Eagle Watch Program for their efforts to monitor more than 20 

percent of Florida's bald eagle population across 37 Florida 

counties. 

Plant It and They Will Come   Make a commitment to 

plant native and reduce the impact of habitat loss on wildlife as 

well as conserve and protect water resources.  On Sanibel, stop 

by the Sanibel-Captiva Conservations Foundationôs Native 

Plant Nursery to stock up and get great advice.  Several of our 

Audubon Board members can also provide information on 

planting for birds and other wildlife.  Now is the time. 

 

Audubon Assembly and Audubon Acad-

emy    If you are interested in learning more about Audubon 

or increasing your participation in conservation, join us at the 

Assembly and the Academy.  Audubon Assembly is an annual 

event where we set conservation priorities for the state for the 

AUDUBON OF FLORIDA NEWS 
courtesy of Chris Andrews  

Continued on page 3 


