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Our Mission: 
 

Promoting  
Interests is 
Wildlife on 

Sanibel  
And  

Captiva Islands,  
and fostering  

the 
Cause of 

Conservation 
With emphasis 

on  
birds  

And their 
Habitat. 

 Message from the President  

     Join Audubon of Florida for a weekend of networking, education, advocacy and birding. 
                                   Holiday Inn Cocoa Beach Oceanfront Resort  
Reserve rooms now at 800 -206-2724     Special Audubon rates $89.99 through Sept. 27 only.  

Donôt miss it! 
 

Plan to attend Floridaôs largest gathering of conservation-minded citizens.  Join chapter leaders and 
members, Audubon staff, wildlife professionals, environmental advocates, scientists, students, 
agency and elected officials, and other Floridians to network and learn about the environment.  De-
tails, including Assembly registration information, programs, exhibits, and field trips will appear in the 
summer Naturalist, and will be available online at www.audubonofflorida.org in July.  
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SAVE THE DATE FOR AUDUBON ASSEMBLY 2006 on OCTOBER 19 ð21  

Many of our members have migrated north by now, but an important 

constituent is still tending nestlings in Tampa Bay.  The Roseate 

Spoonbills are nesting under the watchful eyes of Audubon of 

Florida field researchers.  Audubon staff started identifying 

nests in November and just finished banding over 250 chicks.  

ñAudubon's Estuarine Research Project takes a multi-level 

approach to examining how water management practices are affecting Rose-

ate Spoonbills and Florida Bay. At the most basic level, the project examines the effect of 

water releases on coastal hydrology. This information is then used to evaluate how sub-

merged plants respond to different hydrologic conditions. These plants serve as both habi-

tat and food base for the next tier in the food chain: the small fish that are ubiquitous 

throughout the Everglades/Florida Bay landscape. At the top most level, the project looks 

at how Roseate Spoonbills respond to the dynamic relationship between fish and hydrol-

ogyò taken April 23, 2006 from http://www.audubonofflorida.org/science/tavernier.html. 

 

Like the canary in a coal mine, Roseate Spoonbills are 

letting us know that there is something drastically wrong 

with our environment, and continued runaway develop-

ment will not only ruin our remaining natural areas but 

our lifestyles as well.  How do I know all of this you 

might ask?  Because I learned it all in the http://

www.SanCapAudubon.org website under Spoonbill 

Diary.  Spoonbill research is a funding priority for our 

chapter and we are doing our best to keep you informed 

of Audubonôs progress in learning more about this beau-

tiful species.  Our website includes the latest notes from 

staff field journals as well as links to wonderful pictures and movies from the Tampa 

Tribune. Be sure to keep an eye on the site for updates. 

   Best wishes until we see you in the fall  

                                                                                                              Paul 

Ann Hodgson 
with 
baby spoonbill 



The Pileated Woodpecker, summer edition, page 2 

The Pileated Woodpecker is 
pleased to have two new spon-
sors helping with publication 
costs starting with this issue.   
Please give them your consid-
eration when shopping on the 
Island.  
 

Baileyôs General Store 
 

MacIntosh Books and 
Paper 

 

Look for their advertise-
ments elsewhere in this 

issue. 
 
Of course, as always, Bank of 
America  remains a very impor-
tant  supporter, and their mes-
sage is on the mailing page.  

NEW SPONSORS  
            WELCOMED  

CONSERVATION NEWS 

Caloosahatchee Water Releases 

Sanibel-Captiva Audubon is an active member of PURRE 

(People United to Restore Rivers and Estuaries).  Paul An-

drews recently represented the chapter at a Sunday forum at 

the Community Center on Sanibel.  The bad news however is 

that the Caloosahatchee was just 

named the 7th more-endangered river in 

the US by the American River Associa-

tion.  Recommendations include reduc-

tion of releases from Lake Okeecho-

bee, increasing stormwater treatment 

standards and permitting, reducing de-

pendency on septic systems, increasing 

capacity for municipal wastewater 

treatment, restoring natural flow-ways for water storage, and 

protecting aquifer recharge areas.  This is a wake up call for 

our region.  It is time to remind our local officials to support 

these initiatives. 

 

Moratorium on Horseshoe Crab Fishing 

Audubon is very concerned about the species survival of Red 

Knots, an avian migratory shorebird. Overfishing of horse-

shoe crabs as bait for eel and conch fisheries resulted in the 

subsequent collapse of crab eggs for foraging shore-

birds.  Scientists predict that the Red Knot could go extinct 

as soon as 2010.  This tragedy may be avoidable if the com-

mission adopts a full two-year moratorium on horseshoe crab 

takings in the Delaware Bay.  Red knots have lost 90% of 

their population.  Sanibel-Captiva Audubon urged the Fisher-

ies Commission to adopt the moratorium on the take of 

horseshoe crabs in Delaware Bay. We called for implementa-

tion of Option 3 in Draft Addendum IV which calls for a full 

two-year moratorium on horseshoe crab takings in Delaware 

Bay. We also urged the Commission to oppose Option 2 in 

Draft Addendum IV, which allows a male only take of horse-

shoe crabs in Delaware Bay.  Our letter became part of the 

public comments for the Interstate Fishery Management 

Plan.  If you love Red Knots as we do, please look for oppor-

tunities to support this legislation to protect them. 

Get ready for another great 
season of programs starting in 
January, 2007.  Elaine Jacobson 
has been ranging far and wide for 
speakers and subjects to enter-
tain and educate us. 
 We will hear subject as 
diverse as fossils, burrowing 
owls, sea turtles, C.R.O.W., wood 
storks,  and more.  
 
Charles LeBuff will be back by 
popular request, as will Len 
Messenio  and Connie Bran-
silver .  We will have no less than 
David Anderson, Executive Di-
rector, Audubon of Florida and 
the always welcomed PJ 
Dietchel.  
 
Wellðwe canôt give it ALL away.  
Look for the full schedule in the 
Fall Issue of this newsletter. 
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  Complete supermarket          Gifts         
  True Value Hardware          Propane 
  Delivery Services              Beach Items 
  Deli & Bakery    Online Orders 
  Party Trays                 Housewares 
  Fine Meats              Fishing Tackle 
  West. Union     Gift Fruit Shipping 
  Gift Baskets    Organic/Natural Foods 
                Homemade Fudge 

Do you know how easy it is to tell your legislators what you think?  Just 

call their office and an aide will take your comment and see that it reaches 
them.  Calls are more effective than e-
mails.  Letters are best of all: In Florida 
call: 
Senator Bill Nelson 202-224-5274 
Senator Mel Martinez 202-224-3041 
To find your Representatives, go to 
http.www.house.gov and follow links to 
ñfind your reprepresentativesò. 
For Florida Residents: Senators: go to 
Www.flsenate.gov and follow link to ñfind 
your legislatorsò. 
For your Representatives, go to:  http.myflorida.gov/Sections/
Representatives/my representatives.aspx. 
 
Live outside of Florida?  The contacts to your legislators can easily be found.  
There is always a link on line.  Just Google your state legislation or US legis-
lation and follow the easy links.  Theyôll never know what we want unless we 
tell them.   As always, connect yourself to Audubon of Florida, your one-stop 
information center with the latest news on what affects us all and handy links 
to take action.  Just go to http:/ga1.org/natureadvocate/join. 
Youôll never be disappointed, but if you wish, you may cancel at any time. 

Open 7 days a Week 

7AM to 9PM  

Corner of Tarpon Bay Road 

and 

Periwinkle Way  

  TOP TEN 

ENDANGERED BIRDS  

In the continental 
United States  

 
 1  ivory-billed woodpecker 

 2  California condor 

 3  whooping crane 

 4  Gunnison sage-grouse 

 5  Kirtlandôs warbler 

 6  piping plover 

 7  Florida scrub-jay 

 8  ashy storm-petrel 

 9  golden-cheeked warbler 

10  Kittlitzôs murrelet 

 

It just so happens that we will 
have the #1 endangered ivory-
billed woodpecker among the 
NEW PINS on sale next sea-
son.  In two poses!  Look for 

them and a brand new osprey 
at the back table on program 

night. 

Or how about the Governor? 
Jeb Bush 
The Capitol, 400 S. Monroe St. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001 
Phone: 850-488-4441 
Fax:     850-487-0801 
                      Or 
jeb.bush@myflorida.com   

Hugh Verry, chairman of the 
Saturday morning bird walks, 
looks forward to a spectacular 
season, starting in November.  
He wants to expand birding sites 
for this popular event.  Be sure 
to save the schedule for 2006ð
2007, which will appear on the 
two sided sheet with the 2007 
Program Guide in the Fall Issue 
of The Pileated Woodpecker. 
 
 
There will be no formal birding 
ID classes next season.  In their 
place is an interesting new for-
mat called �³�7�K�H���0�R�Q�G�D�\���(�Y�H��
�Q�L�Q�J���%�L�U�G���&�O�X�E�´,  once a week in 
February.  Our favorite experts 
will be on hand to conduct this  
informal bird study class.  It will 
be casual, interesting, educa-
tional, and fun.  Specific informa-
tion later. 


