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Board Our Mission: Promoting Interests in Wildlife on Sanibel and Captiva Islands, and foste
Members of Conservation with Emphasis on Birds and their Habitat.
Paul Andrews,
Pres. MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Jim Griffith, Vi
Pl:zs. A e Good evening and welcome t® - - - oops the Winter Sanibel Captiva Audubon series on
Thursday evenings is over for 2008 but we are already prepping for next year. We covered a

2223“ e lot of the planet from Alaska to Africa and our own backyard while also providing field trips

each Saturday morning and 2 fine birding classes. Your Audubon Board has represented you
?e";SRmhma“’ at Audubon of Florida Assembly, the Everglades Coalition meeting, numerous city council

' meetings, various planning meetings throughout Lee County, and at the Audubon Academy.
Chris Andrews Please join me in offering a special thank you to all who have volunteered time and expertise
as a representative of SanibelCaptiva Audubon. See the side bar on this page for the list of
board members and add Jake Jacobson and Harold Johnstone for the Christmas Bird Count
Malcolm Harpham | and Birding classes.

Elaine Jacobson

Kevin Bowden

_ Regrettably not all of us can be winners in the Audubon book raffle; but let it be known that
Dale McGinley | new Audubon member Marty Culverson walked away with the prize following the drawing at

Brian Mishell the last meeting of the season. It was just a coincidence that Marty cruised around with me
on a golf cart during the Chrhiysatam@aesideBti r d C

Dolores Mishell | h mmmé) the challenges to SW Florida conti

Jean Reuther by Chris Andrews. Also, if you have your March/April 2008 Audubon Magazine please read
the article on pg. 60 (Incite by Ted Williams) which explains why our endangered wood

Hugh Verry storks are on Sanibel and not at Corkscrew reproducing the species. Audubon of Florida and

the regional councils are challenging these developments and violations but it requires time,

effort and funding during difficult times. Please keep up your generous support of Audu-
bondéds efforts to keep Corkscrew Swamp viable as h
panthers. Encourage friends and family to join an Audubon chapter here or away. What can you do? Add
your voice and funding to www.SaveOQurSwamp.org

May you all enjoy spring and summer here or away and we hope to see you safe, healthy and politically edu-
cated come next November.
Sincerely,

Paul
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AUDUBON SOUNDSALARM OVER BIRD POPULATIONS IN DECLINE From the Tampa Tribune
by Susan Green February 2, 2008

On a National Audubon Society watch list released late last year, Florida ranks fourth in the Uniteca8tateawaii, Cafor-

nia and Texasfor the number of species that have professionatwatthers worried. "We think of extinction as something g
ing on in the Brazilian rain forest or in Africa," said Ann Paul, Audubon of Florida's regional coordinator for Tampaubaye"H
see extinction going on, in that species are getting rare ... right here in Florida." A total of 68 species of Floddalisiets as
at risk of extinction or in serious decline on the national list, which stems from bird count surveys by Audubon anditaa A

Bird Conservancy. At least seven species that live in Florida, breed here or use the state as a rest stop during megration ha

landed on Audubon's priority list of 20 imperiled birds that breed in the continental United States. They include theaklbridg
jay, redcockaded woodpecker and reddish egret, frequently seen in Ding Darling. Audubon of Florida's priority watchtést,
tailored version of key birds in trouble, includes the least tern, prothonotary warbler, stalémhkite and red knot. Sonaeni-
thologists predict the red knot, a shorebird that winters in Florida, could be history as soon as 2010 if steps ateptdtdan
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BIRD POPULATION, continued from page 1

it. Experts say shrinking habitat is the No. 1 reason
most of the listed birds are in trouble. In Florida, the
scrub jay, least tern and sandhill crane are all losing
ground to development. In some cases, like the red

knot, the problem is a break in the food chain. Delaware
Bay provides a foraging area for red knots flying a 9,000

-mile migration path from the Arctic to Argentina. Sci-

entists say oveharvesting of horseshoe crab eggs that
provide fuel for the birds is threatening the species' sur-

vival. In Florida, the shorebirds stop to rest at places

such as Bunche Beach and on Sanibel beaches. For

more information, visit:
http://www.audubonofflorida.org

ROSEATE SPOONBILL NESTING NUMBERS IN
FLORIDA BAY LOWEST SINCE %

This year, Dr. Jerry Lorenz and his staff observed
the worst nesting season in Florida Bay for roseate
spoonbills, an important indicator species of Ever-
glades restoration success, since the 1960's. Only
292 nests have been identified, indicating a 37 per-
cent drop in just one year. This comes at a time
when the bay is also suffering from algae blooms
which have persisted since 2006. These two facts
are serious signals that the ecosystem is suffering
signs of ecological collapse. Following the public
release of Audubon of Florida fact sheet on Florida
Bay, the momentum surrounding this issue contin-
ues to grow. And, sadly, so does the persistent al-
gae bloom that is plaguing the bay. See the most
recent imaging from Audubon Scientist Pete
Frezza, based in our Audubon Tavernier Science
Center. Audubon is very concerned about the state
of the Bay and continues to work hard on our sci-
entific research, as well as in the pursuit of policy
goals and state and federal funding to implement
incremental restoration plans that would bring im-
mediate ecological benefits to the bay and its wild-
life, such as the Roseate Spoonbill. For more in-
formation and a copy of a detailed fact sheet visit:
http://www.audubonofflorida.org/pdfs/

florida bay report main.pdf.

FLORIDA BAY

SURVEY IS THE WORD FOR SPRING

JN ADingd Darling NWR

Jim Griffith is coordinating volunteers for the Neotropical
Migrant Surveys being done on the refuge, working closely
with Joyce Mazourek, Refuge Biologist at Ding Darling.
Birds that breed in North America but migrate to the new-
world {neo} tropics are known as Neotropical migrants. Jim
is coordinating the surveys at Legion Curve on Thursdays
and Bailey Tract on Fridays from April through June or July.

It takes 2 to 2.5 hours
to complete each
session.. Refuge staff
and Audubon volun-
teers (total 3-4 peo-
ple) are walking along
the trails in these ar-
eas looking and lis-
tening for birds. Along
the way one member
of the refuge staff
acts as recorder,
completing a Migra-
tion Monitoring Pro-
gram Data Sheet,

For centuries of ecclesiastical history the
prothonotary, who is legal advisor to the
pope, has worn yellow vestments, just as

this bird.  Photo by Steven Bullock©

he

cardinals have worn red. The story goes that
early Catholic settlers in the southeast named

recording each spe-

cies seen or heard as well as the number of each species
while all participants look everywhere: in bushes and trees,
on dead snags, in grasses, overhead, on the ground, in the
distance, in ponds... as they listen carefully for chips, calls,
songs, and pecking.

© Lillian Stokes

Lillian sent us this stunning photo of a mangrove cuckoo,
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Continued on page 3
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