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Suddenly, we are into ñMarch Madnessò on Sanibel as I write these words to the 

Audubon community.  During this Shell Fair break from our Thursday programs, Iôm 

proud to reflect on our fine presenters during the first eight weeks as we take a breath to 

now conclude with our final two presentations on woodstorks at Audubonôs Corkscrew 

Swamp Sanctuary and underwater reefs of Lee County.  Thanks to generous audience 

donations, weôve made sizeable contributions to the Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foun-

dation and to C.R.O.W. (Clinic for Rehabilitation of Wildlife) presenters Kristie Anders 

and Dr. P.J. Deitschel.  From our first meeting on fossils to our living fossil Charles Le-

Buff (just kidding Charles) we have been entertained and educated by those who care 

passionately about the future of southwest Florida.  Many thanks to Elaine Jacobson for 

her varied program offerings.  

 All reports are that the bird outings have been well attended and filled with sur-

prises.  We also just finished an introductory bird course led by Harold Johnstone.   

 Presently, your Audubon is working on solutions to water issues upstream and 

locally through representation at the Everglades Coalition Conference, attendance at the 

Everglades Oversight Committee hearing, and membership on the Sanibel Algae Man-

agement Taskforce.  Our conservation chair Chris Andrews will keep you informed on 

state issues and I am serving on the local task force.  Note that the city of Sanibel is pro-

posing an ordinance to regulate fertilizer usage and local support is needed to keep red 

drift algae issues focused on environmentally sound practices so we may continue to live 

in harmony with the islandôs wild and natural habitats.  Hopefully the citizens of Sanibel 

will speak in the affirmative on March 8th to validate the Sanibel Vision Statement as part 

of the city charter.  

 Sadly, I wish to recognize the untimely passing of Laura Etz Riley, beloved wife 

of Bill Riley of Captiva.  Laura and Bill presented a 2005 program after the release of 

their new book ñNatureôs Strongholds: The Worldsô Greatest Wildlife Preserves.ò  To-

gether they co-authored ñThe Guide to the U.S. Wildlife Refuges,ò a Pulitzer Prize nomi-

nee in 1979 which today is still considered the standard guide.  With a degree in journal-

ism, Lauraôs first assignment was to cover a mine disaster as a United Press Reporter, 

which received world-wide attention as did her story about the Churubusco turtle, a kind 

of mid-western Loch Ness monster.  She later met her husband Bill as a free lance writer 

in New York City where they began their life in wildlife conservation.  Together they 

have been very helpful to our local chapter and pivotal in Everglades Restoration.  Our 

thoughts are with Bill at this most difficult time.   

 At Bill Riley's request, we remind you that the Big Arts annual Theodore Roose-

velt Conservation Lecture speaker Bruce Babbit will be presenting on March 14th at 8 

pm on "Saving Florida: Estuaries and the Everglades, How to Save Them." Bill & Laura 

Riley are sponsoring this production. 

       

        Paul 
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Water knows no boundaries.  That is one lesson driven 
home hard this year on Sanibel and Captiva.  Our islands, 
fiercely protected for decades from the growth and develop-
ment that has altered so much of Florida, are now suffering 
the downstream effects of that development from communities 
as far away as Orlando.  Nutrient laden water feeds algal 
blooms and fresh water releases from Okeechobee damage 
our sea grass beds with severe consequences for wildlife as 
well as our quality of life.  The conscientious, thorough work of 
Dr. Paul Gray and other Audubon of Florida staff has resulted 
in a plan to confront these challenges known as ñEight for 
the Lake ï Eight for the Estuaries.ò  The plan includes the 
following recommendations: 
 

1. Real restoration  ï an honest assessment at what it 
will take to restore Okeechobee and the estuaries in 
the face of changing climate patterns, water storage 
needs, and pollution clean up requirements. 

2. Stop damaging flows to the Estuary  ï create 1.2 
million acre feet of storage and treatment capacity up-
stream of the lake to stop the destructive discharges. 

3. Everglades Agricultural Area  (known as the EAA) ï 
significantly increase storage, cleansing marshes and 
water conveyance features to move water flows to the 
south. 

4. Development Planning and Permitting  ï Keep de-
velopment compact and require land conservation in 
exchange for new density.  Retain 100% of natural wa-
ter storage on site in new developments. 

5. Fertilizer  ï Eliminate imports of phosphorus fertilizer in 
the Lake Okeechobee watershed now and ensure that 
total maximum daily loads of phosphorus in the tribu-
taries are compatible with Lake Okeechobee needs. 

6. Water Levels  ï restore historic water level patterns in 
the Kissimmee chain of lakes and Istokopoga, and 
maintain Lake Okeechobee water levels between 12ô 
to 15ô. 

7. Farmland conservation  ï encourage sustainable, 
profitable ranching and other agriculture. 

8. Regional restoration projects  ï aggressively pursue 
restoring key waterways in Okeechobeeôs watershed 
to improve its function, while improving habitat and rec-
reation. 

Audubon of Florida will implement these solutions by continu-
ing to advocate for land use policy based on cutting edge sci-
ence, by representation in the legislature, and by coordinating 
grassroots conservation efforts across the state.  The reputa-
tion of Audubon of Florida with state and regional lawmakers 
enhances our chances for restoring our islands to their former 

status as sanctuaries in the southwest. 
 Cleaning up Lake Okeechobee is 
an ambitious undertaking and it is easy to 
feel helpless, but we must begin now lo-
cally to implement some of these recom-
mendations.  In our own yards, we can 
stop the use of fertilizer, pesticides and 
herbicides.  We can encourage our 
neighbors and community to do the same.  
Sanibelôs plan to reduce the use of fertil-
izer and the cityôs investment of $64 million 
in sewage treatment are excellent exam-
ples of the kind of leadership that is neces-
sary to restore our waters.  In our region, 
we can persuade Lee County lawmakers 
to stop leading the state in septic permits, 
to concentrate development preserving 
greenspace and wetlands, and emphasize 
the need to begin work on storm water 
treatment. 
 
For more information and further details on 
how you can help, please contact Chris 
Andrews at 239-472-3156. 

WATER KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES  
     by Chris Andrews  

Ed Carlson reports that  
the woodstorks still have not 
nested in Corkscrew.  ñItôs all 
about water levelsò he says.  
We will learn more this Thurs-
day, March 8, when Jason 
Lauritsen of Florida Audubon 
speaks to us on the subject.  Elsewhere, the 
cypress are leafing out, blue flags are bloom-
ing, and brown-headed nuthatches are looking 
for a nest siteðin short ñsomething exciting is 
happening every dayò, to quote the irrepressi-
ble sanctuary manager.  The swallow-tailed 
kites arrived on schedule on Valentineôs Day 
from their ñsummerò in Brazil.  This is the only 
calendar specific event in the sanctuary. 
 On March 23, the annual CORK-
SCREW BIRDATHON takes place.  A team will 
scour the sanctuary from daybreak until the 
end of the day, from Lake Trafford to Rookery 
Bay óand everywhere in-betweenô, counting 
birds.  Participants pledge per species (50 ¢ a 
bird) or give a desired amount.  All who pledge 
will receive a letter and a list of birds seen.  Itôs 
spoken of with affection by the staff because 
they never know what they will encounter, in-
cluding flat tires! 
 If you wish to make a pledge or send 
an amount of your choice, contact Lori at 239-
348-9151, ext. 113. 

ITôS ALL HAPPENING AT 

THE SWAMP  
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Osprey NestWatch 2007  

It is still v-e-r-y early in the 2007 osprey nesting season 
on Sanibel.  We are watching 125 nests and platforms and 85 of 
them are active.  - -NOTE: last year at this same time we were 
watching 97 sites and had 87 active.- - There are only a few sites 
that actually have birds sitting on eggs, so this cold weather we 
have been experiencing will have no impact on the 2007 hatch 
rate or fledgling birds.  Also, it is not too late for more delayed 

Photo by Bob Chamberlain 

The other six Board Members: 
Anne Mitchell, our Vice President and press attaché 
and author of both of our NEWSLETTERS 
Inge Glissman, our Treasurer and all-around hero 
Hartley Kleinberg, our senior NestWatcher 
Jerry Nickerson, our computer whiz, web master and 
all around great guy 
ñBirdò Westall, founder of The International Osprey 
Foundation and our research and outreach coordinator-
Debbie Friedlund, our NestWatch coordinator and big 
time CROW Volunteer, CROW Administrative Assistant 
and soon to be CROW Board member. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Our website has been a fabulous success thanks to 
Jerry Nickerson, our webmaster!  In the past 12 months 
we had 999,225 hits . . . just shy of one million!  Our 
slowest month was December with 50,000 hits, our 
busiest month was April with 131,000 hits.  Amaz-
ing!  Jerry has done a marvelous job of updating the 
web site.  If you have not checked it out recently, please 
go to www.ospreys.com and take a look! 

BRIEF HISTORY and  

 STATEMENT OF GOALS  

We were founded in 1981 by a group of people  
on Sanibel (at the suggestion of Charles LeBuff) 
who were concerned about the decline in Os-
prey numbers worldwide.  These people be-
lieved that they could do some local ñgoodò on 
Sanibel and in this part of Florida AND that if an 
endowment could be created, they could provide 
funding for research on raptors worldwide.   
 I think that we have been remarkably 
successful over the past twenty-five years on 
both counts.  We have a stable, happy, healthy 
population of Ospreys on Sanibel, and we have 
funded or partially-funded many research pro-
jects all around the world. 

Our mission statement is:  

The International Osprey Foundation is dedi-
cated to the continuing recovery and preserva-
tion of the Osprey,  others in the raptor family, 
and wildlife and the environment as a whole. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Tim Gardner, President.  I have been a Nest-
Watcher for about sixteen years and  a Board 
Member for seven years.  My wife,  Carol, and I 
have lived full time on Sanibel since 1988 and I 
have been actively involved in all of the environ-
mental organizations here! 

The International Osprey Foundation  
Annual Meeting  

 When :  Sunday March 25th, 2007 at 7:00 PM  
Where :  Sanibel Community Center, 2173 Periwinkle 
Rd, Sanibel   
Description :  Americans place environmental concerns 
at the top of their lists of issues that need immediate 
attention. In fact, most Americans speak of our 
"environmental crisis." How did we get to this point? Are 
we simply wasteful and need to change our behavior, or 
is something more fundamental at work?  
 Cooper traces the history of environmental phi-
losophy and considers new movements that call us to 
rethink our place in nature. 
Presented by :  Ron Cooper, Central Florida Commu-
nity College 
Contact : Tim Gardner at 472-2006 

Researchers at the University of Alberta have identi-
fied a nucleus in the brains of hummingbirds that is 
far larger than in any other species, relative to the 
size of the brain.  This means the birds can more 
accurately see where they are in relation to every-
thing around them and by compensating, can stay 
perfectly still while hovering over flowers.  No word 
on whether pigeons share the same nucleus, but 
owners of freshly washed cars must be asking the 
question. 
                                                  - Brian Mishell 

http://www.ospreys.com/
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 Howard T. Sexauer, Benefactor  

Our Audubon Society Chapter has benefited from the 
amazing generosity of Howard T. Sexauer, who be-
queathed nearly $60,000 to our chapter.   
 Born September 19, 1899, Mr. Sexauer was a 
prominent Sanibel citizen in later years.  He attended the 
University of Illinois and Cornell University, and was as-
sociated with Federal Land Bank of Springfield, Massa-
chusetts as an appraiser for 31 years.  Retiring in 1965 he 
moved to Vermont, where he became an appraiser for the  
State Highway Department.  He was an active member of 
Audubon Society, National Wildlife Federation, Smith-
sonian Institute and the Vermont 251 Club, and a mem-
ber of the Methodist Church. 
 He first came to Sanibel in 1948, where his inter-
est in shells was piqued by an article on Sanibel in the Sat-
urday Evening Post and through the years became a consis-
tent award winner at the Sanibel Shell Show. 
 Mr. Sexauer was active with the Driftwood Shop, 
whose 75 or so volunteers began in January cutting, shap-
ing and gluing shells and driftwood, straight through until 
the Shell Fair.  Howard would bring his home-made 
grapefruit rind candy to the workshops, making more 
than 300 one-pound bags of the sugary rind.  Quoted as 
saying, òI drink a lot of juice and I have friends who drink 
a lot of juice.ó 
 Nothing has been found of Howard Sexauerõs 
actual motives in making such a generous gift, but reading 
of his community-minded activities and commitment to 
local organizations, it is apparent that this was an altruistic 
gentleman who wanted to contribute to a cause that 
shared his values.   
 The money is in a trust in his name and is in-
vested.  Plans are to preserve the principle in perpetuity 
and to donate the income to conservation efforts in Flor-
ida.  By linking his name to the funds his contribution will 
not be forgotten, and his efforts will be extended into the 
future. 
 Howard T. Sexauer died on December 2, 1982 at 
the age of 82. 

As of February 26, all 
Great Backyard Bird Count 
participants had counted more 
than 10.5 million birds of 621 
species on 75,699 checklists, 
far surpassing the previous 
record of 61,049.  Final results 
will be posted on March 10, 07 
http.//gbbc.birdsource.org/gbbcApps/results 

GBBC A HUGE SUCCESS  

AUDUBON ACADEMY 2007  

 Chris and Paul Andrews will be attending 
Audubon Academy on March 23ð25 at Eckerd Col-
lege on St. Petersburg, on Boca Ciega Bay, just off 1
-275.  The theme of this 3rd annual event will be THE 
ROLE OF AUDUBON CHAPTERS IN SAVING 
FLORIDA BIRDS.  Chris will present a workshop on 
Uniting Amateurs and ProfessionalsðHow to Con-
nect. 

Calusa Nature Center Presents March 

Family Fun Day  

 

Saturday, March 17 th  10am - 5pm  

2 nd  Annual Dirt to Dinner Day  

 

Join us at the Calusa Nature Center and 

Planetarium on Saturday, March 17 th  for a 

day of food, games, and just plain fun as we 

explore how plants in the ground and other 

home -grown items turn into your din-

ner!   The dayôs activities will include a 10am 

Wild Edibles Hike, a watermelon -eating con-

test at 10:30am, and a concert featuring lo-

cal bluegrass music with Jason Nail at 

noon.   Visitors will have the chance to meet 

Nature Center wildlife and farm animals up 

close during afternoon animal presenta-

tions.   The Randell Research Center will host 

a session on hunting and gathering at 

2pm.   Other local organizations will also be 

on hand, including Everglades Farm Equip-

ment with a tractor.   Planetarium shows will 

show at 1:30pm and 3:00pm. Included with 

admission, which is $8 for adults, $5 for chil-

dren (ages 3 -12).   For more information call 

275 -3435.  

MAKE FLORIDA FIRST  

Florida Wildlife Federation is the state affiliate 
of National Wildlife Federation (NWF) and is notified 
by NWF whenever a backyard, school, or business is 
certified a Wildlife Habitat.  They are thrilled that the 
5,000 mark in number of established and certified 
Wildlife Habitats has been surpassed.  Just a few 
years ago Florida was #3, but now is just behind Cali-
fornia by fewer than 150 habitats, even though Cali-
fornia is much larger and more populous.  They think 
that most FWF members and members of groups like 
of Audubon already maintain a place for wildlife on 
their property, and would like to urge us to have 
those places certified.  For information on certifica-
tion, visit www.fwfonline.org/projects/bkyd.htm or e-
mail patricia@fwfonline.org.  They will be glad to 
help. 
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Bird count column 1 Bird count column 2 
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Big òOó Birding Festival 
Glades & Hendry Counties  
March 30, 31, April 1, 2007  

Explore With Us 
Susan Ceruleanðkeynote speaker 
 John Moran 
  Lynda Thompson 
   Lynda White 
    Mark Kiser 

Glades County Economic Development Council 
PO Box 1003 

Moore Haven, FL 33471 
863-946-0300 

Bird count column 3 
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Feb. 22, 2007.  Brad Smith, Biologist for SCCF, reports 
findings of the annual survey at the beginning of the 

nesting season on the Islandôs endangered snowy plover and 
also the Wilsonôs plover. 
Totals:   9 Snowys and 11 Wilsons.  The snowys were all on 
the eastern end of the island in zones 1, 2 and 3, from the 
Lighthouse to Tarpon Bay Road.  The Wilsons were all in 
zone 6a between Tahiti and almost to Bowmanôs Beach. 

The survey is performed by volunteers, local resi-
dents with intense interest in birds and superior birding skills.  
All volunteers walk a different designated section at a given 
time; thus covering the whole beach nesting areas at the 
same point in time, giving 
the researchers a rough 
estimate of plover numbers.   

Brad says that 9 
snowys is quite a bit lower 
than last year on Feb. 22

nd
, 

when 21 snowys and 28 
Wilsons were found.  How-
ever, there may be addi-
tional birds that may arrive 
for nesting shortly.  Some of the birds surveyed are in begin-
ning breeding behavior.  This takes a practiced eye to detect, 
as plovers do not physically change ï no long swooping sexy 
feathers here ï and males are difficult to distinguish from fe-
males.  Rather, instead of flocking together as non-breeding 
plovers do, one male will be seen in a particular area time 
after time.  Soon he will attract a female and now two will be 
observed at the same area.  Courtship and copulation follow, 
of course, with or without proper documentation. 

The next step will be covering these areas on a regu-
lar basis as nesting season progresses.  The nests will be 
staked off and monitored throughout the nesting season.   
The dedicated volunteers are asked to do 2 walks a week of 
2 hours each, but Brad noted that they usually end up doing 
much more. 
All this is paying off in knowledge gained, including the impor-

tant impact of human traffic on nesting.  They are also look-

ing at the issue of red-drift algae and how it affects plovers. 
Wilsonôs plovers, which also breed on the Island, 

have fewer nests, similar to snowys and are solitary as well.  
They are competitive with snowys, and will cause the snowy 
nest to fail.  They, too, are in serious decline. 

Bradôs research began in 2002, with active searching 
and staking of nest sites, and research on factors that affect 

nesting success.  The last couple 
of years have seen intensive 
studying, with the addition of a 
seasonal technician Cara Fail-
lace, who is here from March to 
late July.  Sanibel-Captiva Audu-
bon has given grants to this effort 
since 2003 and Brad expressed 
SCCFôs gratitude for our support 

in the last several years. 

PLOVER SURVEY RESULTS  EVENTS AT DING DARLING  

On Monday, March, March 19 at 6:00 PM 
there will be a benefit event at the Sanibel Com-
munity Association, 2173 Periwinkle Way. 
Produced by WGCU and called DING�² THE 
UNTOLD STORIES, it will feature the life of J.N. 
ñDingò Darling, the cartoonist, newsman, and 
environmentalist after whom the Refuge is 
named.  There will be refreshments and a live 
and a silent auction.  Tickets ($50 donation) are 
available at the Refuge.  Seating is limited.  All 
proceeds will go to the fund for the Intern Pro-
gram at the Refuge. 
 
 Kara Bridgman-Sweeney of Randell Re-
search and Florida Public Archaeology Network 
will give a program on March 26 at 1:00PM in 
the Ding Darling Education Center.  Entitled 
THEY WERE HERE�² CALUSA INDIANS IN 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA, the program will in-
clude artifacts and a PowerPoint presentation. 
 
 You can pick up a schedule for the daily 
programs and events at the Refuge. 

 

Books and Paper 
 

MacIntosh Books and Papers is honored 

To support 

The Sanibel-Captiva Audubon Society. 
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Fishing, Boating 
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2365 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957 
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