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Our Mission:
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Promoting
Suddenly, we are into fiMarch Madne| Interestsiniggp

Audubon community. During this Shel Svg'rl]?tl)'gelgr?d)ree
proud to reflect on our fine presenters during the first eight weeks as we take a brg Captiva
now conclude with our final two pres Islands, S
Swamp Sanctuary and underwater reefs of Lee County. Thanks to generous audi and
donations, weobOve made sizeable contr Fostering p 1t ¢
dation and to C.R.O.W. (Clinic for Rehabilitation of Wildlife) presenters Kristie And the
and Dr. P.J. Deitschel. From our first meeting on fossils to our living fossil Charles Cause of
Buff (just kidding Charles) we have been entertained and educated by those who (  Conservatior]
passionately about the future of southwest Florida. Many thanks to Elaine Jacobg With eémphasis
her varied program offerings. B(i)rr:js

All reports are that the bird outings have been well attended and filled with And their
prises. We also just finished an introductory bird course led by Harold Johnstone. Habitat.

Presently, your Audubon is working on solutions to water issues upstream 3
locally through representation at the Everglades Coalition Conference, attendance
Everglades Oversight Committee hearing, and membership on the Sanibel Algae
agement Taskforce. Our conservation chair Chris Andrews will keep you informed
state issues and | am serving on the local task force. Note that the city of Sanibel
posing an ordinance to regulate fertilizer usage and local support is needed to keg Board
drift algae issues focused on environmentally sound practices so we may continug ~ Members
in harmony with the islandds wil d an({pandewspres 21 |
will speak in the affirmative on MarcH"8o validate the Sanibel Vision Statementas|
of the city charter. Jm Grifith, Vice

Sadly, I wish to recognize the untimely passing of Laura Etz Riley, beloved
of Bill Riley of Captiva. Laura and Bill presented a 2005 program after the release go>2" Haeham
their new book fANaturebdés Stronghol ds Dr |
gethertheyca ut hor ed fiThe Guide to the U. S|/omRommanTreas | ¢ g
nee in 1979 which today is still considered the standard guide. With a degree in jq Chris Andrews
i s m, Laurads first assignment was to A mi

which received worldvide attention as did her story about the Churubusco turtle, a
of mid-western Loch Ness monster. She later met her husband Bill as a free lancs
in New York City where they began their life in wildlife conservation. Together the)
have been very helpful to our local chapter and pivotal in Everglades Restoration.
thoughts are with Bill at this most difficult time.

At Bill Riley's request, we remind you that the Big Arts annual Theodore Ro
velt Conservation Lecture speaker Bruce Babbit will be presenting on March 14th
pm on "Saving Florida: Estuaries and the Everglades, How to Save Them." Bill & |
Riley are sponsoring this production.

Paul
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Brian Mishell
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Jean Reuther

Hugh Verry
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WATER KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES
by Chris Andrews

Water knows no boundaries. That is one lesson driven
home hard this year on Sanibel and Captiva. Our islands,
fiercely protected for decades from the growth and develop-
ment that has altered so much of Florida, are now suffering
the downstream effects of that development from communities
as far away as Orlando. Nutrient laden water feeds algal
blooms and fresh water releases from Okeechobee damage
our sea grass beds with severe consequences for wildlife as
well as our quality of life. The conscientious, thorough work of
Dr. Paul Gray and other Audubon of Florida staff has resulted
in a plan to confront these challenges known as A Ei g h't
the Lake T Ei ght f or t h &heBlantincledesithe s
following recommendations:

1. Real restoration T an honest assessment at what it
will take to restore Okeechobee and the estuaries in
the face of changing climate patterns, water storage
needs, and pollution clean up requirements.

2. Stop damaging flows to the Estuary i create 1.2
million acre feet of storage and treatment capacity up-
stream of the lake to stop the destructive discharges.

3. Everglades Agricultural Area  (known as the EAA) i
significantly increase storage, cleansing marshes and
water conveyance features to move water flows to the
south.

4. Development Planning and Permitting 1T Keep de-
velopment compact and require land conservation in
exchange for new density. Retain 100% of natural wa-
ter storage on site in new developments.

5. Fertilizer i Eliminate imports of phosphorus fertilizer in
the Lake Okeechobee watershed now and ensure that
total maximum daily loads of phosphorus in the tribu-
taries are compatible with Lake Okeechobee needs.

6. Water Levels i restore historic water level patterns in
the Kissimmee chain of lakes and Istokopoga, and

status as sanctuaries in the southwest.

Cleaning up Lake Okeechobee is
an ambitious undertaking and it is easy to
feel helpless, but we must begin now lo-
cally to implement some of these recom-
mendations. In our own yards, we can
stop the use of fertilizer, pesticides and
herbicides. We can encourage our
neighbors and community to do the same.
Sani bel s plan to redu
izer and the cityds inyv
in sewage treatment are excellent exam-
ples of the kind of leadership that is neces-
sary to restore our waters. In our region,
we can persuade Lee County lawmakers
td seop leading the state in septic permits,

.t® concentrate development preserving

greenspace and wetlands, and emphasize
the need to begin work on storm water
treatment.

For more information and further details on
how you can help, please contact Chris
Andrews at 239-472-3156.

| T6S ALL HAPPENI NC
THE SWAMP

the woodstorks still have not

nested in Cork Alt
about water | e s a
We will learn more this Thurs-

day, March 8, when Jason

Lauritsen of Florida Audubon

speaks to us on the subject. Elsewhere, the

cypress are leafing out, blue flags are bloom-

ing, and brown-headed nuthatches are looking
foranestsitedi n short fAsomet hin
happening every dayo, to

ble sanctuary manager. The swallow-tailed

mai ntain Lake Okeechobee w%ﬂtgﬁ] Ihevq'lve Qrﬁ:}]vwecehedfé;%

to 1506
7. Farmland conservation T encourage sustainable,
profitable ranching and other agriculture.

8. Regional restoration projects T aggressively pursue
restoring key waterways in
to improve its function, while improving habitat and rec-
reation.

Audubon of Florida will implement these solutions by continu-
ing to advocate for land use policy based on cutting edge sci-
ence, by representation in the legislature, and by coordinating
grassroots conservation efforts across the state. The reputa-
tion of Audubon of Florida with state and regional lawmakers
enhances our chances for restoring our islands to their former

calendar specific event in the sanctuary.

On March 23, the annual CORK-
SCREW BIRDATHON takes place. A team will
scour the sanctuary from daybreak until the
en0 &f vecday HromblLeke Taaford o &aokery s h e d
Bay 6and evkketywhemé&, i @mouni
birds. Participants pledge per species (50 ¢ a
bird) or give a desired amount. All who pledge
will receive a letter and
spoken of with affection by the staff because
they never know what they will encounter, in-
cluding flat tires!

If you wish to make a pledge or send
an amount of your choice, contact Lori at 239-
348-9151, ext. 113.
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ﬂ Osprey NestWatch 2007

The other six Board Members:
Anne Mitchell, our Vice President and press attaché
and author of both of our NEWSLETTERS

It is stiller-y early in the 2007 osprey nesting seabure Glissman, our Treasurer and all-around hero
) ) Hartley Kleinberg, our senior NestWatcher
on Sanibel. We are watching 125 nests and platform REr

son, our computer whiz, web master and

them are activeNOTE: last year at this same time we v@érground great guy

iABi r do,foMedsrtofal helinternational Osprey

watching 97 sites and had 87 &bgve.are only a few sité®undation and our research and outreach coordinator-
: " _ Debbie Friedlund, our NestWatch coordinator and big
that actually have birds sitting on eggs, so this cold w:

W Volunteer, CROW Administrative Assistant

have been experiencing will have no impact on the 2087thg@&R to be CROW Board member.

SSS5S35553D5533553535555>5>

rate or fledgling birds. Also, it is not too late for more drlay@shsite has been a fabulous success thanks to

Photo by Bob Chamberlain

BRIEF HISTORY and
STATEMENT OF GOALS
We were founded in 1981 by a group of people
on Sanibel (at the suggestion of Charles LeBuff)
who were concerned about the decline in Os-
prey numbers worldwide. These people be-
|l i eved that they could
Sanibel and in this part of Florida AND that if an
endowment could be created, they could provide
funding for research on raptors worldwide.
| think that we have been remarkably
successful over the past twenty-five years on
both counts. We have a stable, happy, healthy
population of Ospreys on Sanibel, and we have
funded or partially-funded many research pro-
jects all around the world.
Our mission statement is:
The International Osprey Foundation is dedi-
cated to the continuing recovery and preserva-
tion of the Osprey, others in the raptor family,
and wildlife and the environment as a whole.
SSS>>>SSSS>>>>>>>>

Tim Gardner, President. | have been a Nest-
Watcher for about sixteen years and a Board
Member for seven years. My wife, Carol, and |
have lived full time on Sanibel since 1988 and |
have been actively involved in all of the environ-
mental organizations here!

di9 somethi$mo

Jerry Nickerson, our webmaster! In the past 12 months
we had 999,225 hits . . . just shy of one million! Our
slowest month was December with 50,000 hits, our
busiest month was April with 131,000 hits. Amaz-

ing! Jerry has done a marvelous job of updating the
web site. If you have not checked it out recently, please
go to www.ospreys.com and take a look!

The International Osprey Foundation
Annual Meeting

When: Sunday March 25th, 2007 at 7:00 PM
Where: Sanibel Community Center, 2173 Periwinkle
Rd, Sanibel
Description : Americans place environmental concerns
at the top of their lists of issues that need immediate
attention. In fact, most Americans speak of our
"environmental crisis." How did we get to this point? Are
we simply wasteIuI and need tg change our behavior, or
e RficArhent & Q@ © 0 N

Cooper traces the history of environmental phi-
losophy and considers new movements that call us to
rethink our place in nature.
Presented by : Ron Cooper, Central Florida Commu-
nity College
Contact : Tim Gardner at 472-2006

Researchers at the University of Alberta have identi-
fied a nucleus in the brains of hummingbirds that is
far larger than in any other species, relative to the
size of the brain. This means the birds can more
accurately see where they are in relation to every-
thing around them and by compensating, can stay
perfectly still while hovering over flowers. No word
on whether pigeons share the same nucleus, but
owners of freshly washed cars must be asking the
question.

- Brian Mishell




