Newsletter of the SanibetCaptiva Audubon Society .
P.O. Box 957, Sanibel, Florida, 33957 -0957

Board membgM mission : Promoting interests in wildlife on Sanibel and Captiva, and
fostering the cause of conservation with emphasis on birds and their habitat.

Paul Andrews, Pres.

Message from the President

Jim Griffith, Vice Pres.

Susan Harpham, Sec. Welcome to 2006 and best wishes for the New Year. This is the issue that
highlights the dedication of your Sanibel - Captiva Audubon members and friends via
Tom Rothman, Treas. | |the Christmas Bird Count Survey (45 years of local participation!). While numbers

of birds counted this year may be down, enthusiasm of all volunteers was evident
throughout the day. Thanks to all who participated, especially Bill and Elaine Ja-

Kevin Bowden cobson. The numbers may or may not be the result of hurricanes, fresh water re-
leases, red tide, blue -green algae impacts, or habitat loss but this unique estuary is
indeed under attack.

Chris Andrews

Malcolm Harpham

Elaine Jacobson Sanibel City Council voted to include Lighthouse Point Park as part of the

Great Florida Birding Trail. Audubon of Florida is dedicating the trail system at
Dale McGinley Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary on January14™. There will be guided boardwalk tours
Brian Mishell and workshops with birding experts and so forth. See you there.

Our bird outings have been well attended and many thanks to our coordina-

Dolores Mishell tor Hugh Verry (the Big Bird). We are excited about our diverse evening series of
Kendra Pednault-wilett| | Programs this upcoming year thanks to Elaine Jacobson. We_ beg_ln with a tour of

North Scotland followed by visits from | ocall f a\
Jean Reuther 9™ celebrity i 220 year old John James Audubon, who will be here to discuss his

l'ife and answer our questions. I suggest read |

Hugh Verry

winning author) biography of Audubon. Please join us on Thursday evenings at 8
pm except for Shell Fair week.

Sadly, as with the passing of each year, we also remind you of the

4 *“' bl passing of a friend of Sanibel -Captiva Audubon. Robert M. Kitchen, hus-
"'~ 4‘(‘ " band of Ruth Kitchen, not only served as President of our Chapter, but
was also an expert on bird songs and bird photography. Bob spent count-

| less hours recording birds and then became a good photographer of the
birds of Sanibel. Bob was also the one to remind me to keep the Thurs-

Paul Andrews

Mirasol Permit Denied 0 Wetlands Safe for Now
Compiled by Chris Andrews
Fdangeredveod serlecticks BRI i r 0sol is a devel oynie36Mad gdifrcemanmityfoo ¥700a n 8
acres, 1500 of which are jurisdictional wetlands. It would have (or will if it is permitted) destroyed 1000 acres
of wetland in the name of flood protection and fArest

gered wood stork nesting areas at nearby Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary. The South Florida Water Manage-
ment gave full approval in 2002.

The Water Management District conceived the Mirasol Drainage/Restoration Project to help protect
east Bonita Strings from flooding. It proposed having developers, led by Mirasol, build a 3-mile long, 4-foot

Continued on page 2
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deep, 200-foot wide drainage channel

Whiskey is for

with a summary of the issues as well as occa-

through their residential projects in order B GE sional action alerts that allow you to easily write
to lower what SFWMD claims are higher 9 your elected officials and make your voice
than historic water levels in the Coco- heard. If you are not already subscribed to these
hatchee Slough. This drainage canal is Water is for lists, | encourage you to do so at http://gal.org/

sadly reminiscent of all the errors that
went into creating the mess we have now
in the Everglades. The ditches and
berms planned will severely impact not
only the wood stork colony, but harm wa-
ter quality downstream and likely will

Fighting Over!

...Mark Twain

natureadvocate/home.html, and share this oppor-
tunity with your
From this link you can also review archived Advo-
cate and Restore e-newsletters as well as past
Action Alerts, to get an idea of the scope of the
center.

harm the Swamp itself.

The Army Corps denied the permit based in
part on the efforts of Audubon science staff who
demonstrated that the permit applications were
based on incomplete information regarding historic
water levels. In fact, current water levels on the
site are lower than occurred historically. Accord-
ingly, the further lowering of these water levels
through the construction of a ditch would not be
irestorationd and
damage to sensitive area wetlands. All this in ex-
change for golf course communities in a wet-
land floodplain .

SFWMD&6s incredible
proposal in the first place was a result of the lack of
coordination between permitting agencies.

Mirasol plans to appeal the Army Corps de-
cision and SFWMD must be convinced that they
need to reverse their 2002 project approval. Obvi-
ously community members need to maintain vigi-
lance on this issue.

| What can you do?
§ Stay alert for the next step in the Mirasol strategy:

: Convincing the South Florida Water Management Dis- §
 trict to reverse their 2002 approval of this project.

Funny you should ask!

There are ways to stay informed and also to
voice your opinion. On of the easiest is to connect
wi t h
reeadont o t he
online Advocacy Center:

message

As some of you may be aware, Audubon of Florida main-
tains two electronic advocacy lists to keep you apprised
of timely statewide conservation and Everglades restora-
tion issues. These lists send members a monthly emalil

feel Il 1 ke my
woul d

deci.m§||$

Audubon of FIl or Plahse 6 s

d signed up for the advocate 3 weeks ago. The
articles are short and concise. | followed several
extremely easy steps and in a couple of minutes |
had already sent 3 letters and 3 e-mails to my rep-
resentatives asking them to support the federal
funding of 35 million dollars for the Everglades res-
toration project. | just found out today that Con-
gress voted in favor of giving Florida these funds. |

nstead cause XxXtensive

Questions about the Advocacy Center, how it works
and what it does’) Feel free to contact Julie Wraith-

b?FoJél'

Jwralthmell@augubon é:

Give Florida’s Birds a Voice!

Audubon of Florida’s
online Advocacy Center &
keeps you up-to-date
on issues facing our
environment! Sign
up for free monthly
e-newsletters and
learn how you can

help birds with the

click of a mouse!

Center.

Advocac y
from Aud
One the other hand, things could be worse.
Consider the words of the unforgettable

James Watt, Secretary of the Interior under

Reagan: AAmeri cabs |
ravaged as a result of the actions of the
environmentalists.

From a new subscriberéééé.
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http://ga1.org/natureadvocate/home.html
http://ga1.org/natureadvocate/home.html

Terns on Sanibel by Sue Harpham

What is the age distribution of royal terns win-
tering on Sanibel beaches?

Dave Ward of
Avalon, New Jersey and
Fort Myers, Florida has
been working hard to
answer this question by
recording the bands on
the nearly 3,000 royal
terns that he has seen
during the past seven
years from March 1998
to March 2005. The
greatest number, 470, or 16.6%, were less than one
year old. One third were no more than three years
old. Two thirds of the population were less than ten
years old. One royal tern, seen on November 4,
2002, was 27 years old. This tern had been banded
in South Carolina in 1975! This is the oldest royal
tern on record. All of these birds were banded as
chicks in North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, or
South Carolina. Dave obtains this information by
recording the numbers on these bands and then
mailing this information to the Bird Banding Lab in
Laurel, Maryland 20811. The Bird Banding Lab was
created by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in
1920 for the centralization and maintenance of
banding records.

Dave has also been observing sandwich
terns on Sanibel. From December 1999 through
April 2005 he observed 62 banded sandwich terns.
Of these 12, or 16.6%, were one year old. The long-
est living banded sandwich tern that Dave has seen
was 17 years old. These terns were banded as
chicks in North Carolina.

Dave also records the numbers on the bands
of white pelicans. On December 15, 2005 Dave re-
ported seeing 151 white pelicans on the drive at
Ding Darling Wildlife Refuge. At least seven of
these white pelicans were banded. You can often
see Dave out on the drive at Ding Darling Refuge,
at Gulfside City Park, or at Bunche Beachd
wherever the birds are, equipped with a high pow-
ered scope. It is a time consuming and laborious

activity.

©Peter Wallack

Page 3

Bird ID Classes are Back

Registration is open for the popular Bird Identification
Classes, which will resume at the Sanibel Library
Community Room every Monday in February.

Instructors will be

Don and Lillian Stokes , 1st and 3rd Mondays
Shorebirds, gulls and terns

Brian and Dolores Mishell , 2nd and 4th Mondays
Herons, Egrets and SW Florida birds

Classes will start at 7:00 PM and run approximately
one and a half hours, followed by a field trip the fol-
lowing morning to view subjects in their environment
and reinforce the learning process.

Cost for all four classes is $40, and payment in full is
required to hold the reservation. Make check pay-
able to Sanibel Captiva Audubon and send to PO
Box 957, Sanibel, FL 33957

Weeds & Seeds Schedule for 2006

A group of amateur botanists, who love to find and
identify native plants on Sanibel, welcome any who
share this interest. Gather on the porch of SCCF
Monday mornings at 8:45 AM. Walks begin at 9 and
last for two hours. You will need parking money
when the group leaves the Preserve.

For Information call Candice Ethridge, 395-9498,

Elaine Jacobson 395-1878, or Susan Sprout 395-
2971.

January 9 Algiers Beach/Gulfside City Park
January 16  Walker Preserve

January 23  Sanibel Lighthouse

January 30  Pick Preserve

February 6  Blind Pass/Turner Beach
February 13 Sanibel Gardens

February 20 SCCF Open House

February 27 Gulf Ridge Preserve

March 6 Ding Darling Indigo Trail

March 13 Franniebs Preserve
March 20 Bailey Tract

March 27

SCCFb6s Alligator

Hugh Verry reports that the Saturday Morning
Birdwalks are going very well, with an average
of 27 enthusiasts patrticipating. Be sure to
check the schedule posted at various locations and at
Thursday meetings and take advantage of this chance to
have fun and see special birds!

ﬁ
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Jerry Lorenz

Protects Roseat

Everglades National Park, FL,
December 16, 2005 - As re-
ported in a November 30 article in
the Islamorada Free Press, in the
wake of Hurricane Wilma, Jerry
Lorenz, a research director for
Audubon of Florida, went to
nort hwest FIL or i
Key and instantly knew it was
critical to help protect the Roseate
Spoonbill.

"When you have a rare spe-
cies within the state of Florida, you
always fear that a hurricane is go-
ing to come up and crush their last
holdouts," Lorenz said.

In the past, Lorenz has ad-
vocated that Everglades National
Park designate Frank Key Channel
a no-wake zone during the Novem-
ber through March spoonbill nest-
ing season. After he saw the de-
struction from the hurricane at

Sandy Key, he sent an email to
park officials suggesting that the
Frank Key Channel be shut down

entirely for this nesting season. A
storm surge washed away Sandy
Keyd6s northern s
ated red and black mangroves,
leaving spoonbills and their nests
vulnerable to intruders.

On Nov. 15, just 10 days
after Lorenz contacted them, park
staff met and decided to close the
channel for the entire nesting sea-

Trip to Babcock

0 You Should Have Been There!

son. A decision was also made
that this winter there will be no
visitors on Carl Ross Key, a popu-
lar Everglades National Park back
country camping spot.

For more information about Audu-
bon of Florida, go
http://www.audubonofflorida.org

to




