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The Pileated Woodpecker 

President’s Message 

Our mission:  

Promoting    
interests in 
wildlife on 
Sanibel and 
Captiva, and 
fostering the 
cause of    

conservation 
with emphasis 

on birds     
and their 
habitat 

The Annual Christmas Bird Count will 

be December 18 (Saturday).  Starting 

time will be between 7 and 8 AM, run-

ning until 2 PM at the latest.  Usually 

folks are back by 12 noon.  Each person 

will be assigned to one of nine team lead-

ers.  Cookies and juice will be available 

at SCCF afterwards.   All who might 

want to assist are most welcome.  One 

does not have to be a birder, as we need 

recorders as well.  We will place anyone!  

Those interested, please call either Bill or 

Elaine Jacobson at 239-395-1878.  

My hope was that he was exhausted after a wind 

blown trip up from the Tortuga’s, but returning 

the next day with Chris we found him dead in the 

same spot. 

     Nature is not always kind.  Consulting with 

the SCCF and Refuge staff, I learned of the dam-

age to the mangroves.  Some 250 year-old black 

mangroves were destroyed after gusts of 165 m/

hr passed by, but new growth is emerging where 

canopy cover loss of over 70% occurred on Cap-

tiva and some of the rookery islands.  Loss of 

cover may mean more predation of nests and in-

creased temperatures during incubation periods, 

as well as possible exotic invasive vegetation 

getting a foothold.   

     Over 56% of sea turtle nests 

were lost to the storms.  I have 

documented some of the stranded 

adult turtles that washed up after 

the events. 

     On a brighter note, Jim Locas-

sio, a researcher had been tracking 

fish sound production in Charlotte 

Harbor with acoustic data loggers 

(hydrophones).  One half hour af-
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     Christmas Bird Count     

     Now that the winds of Charlie and the 

rhetoric of the elections are over, it is time 

to reflect, regroup and reinvigorate for the 

months ahead.  Many of us were ―away‖ 

from the islands on August 13 as the Cat 2 

(OOPS!) Cat 4 hurricane visited our coast.  

From our separate vantage points, we 

came together to check up on each other 

via e-mail, snail mail, and cell phones.  It 

was a community in action.  My thoughts 

and wishes go out to those who may still 

be putting the pieces of our lives together.  

Some have the blue roof badge to wear for 

a while longer and others are thankful that 

the Australian pines blew the other way. 

     Personally, Chris and I re-

turned from Maine to find 

much less damage that ex-

pected.  On a sad note, I was 

walking the beach on West 

Gulf and say my first red-

footed booby up close.  He 

was resting on a railing like a 

cormorant after a red tide 

event and allowed me to ap-

proach him. 
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ter Charlie screamed through 

the neighborhood, the fish cho-

rus began their serenade.  For 

the next three nights, the fish 

sound level actually increased, 

perhaps a sign of hope for all 

of us as life goes on even after 

some serious blows to our en-

vironment!  As the bumper 

sticker says ―I’m just a dope 

less hope fiend‖.  Welcome 

back for a season of hope and 

renewal by attending our bird 

trips and programs. 

                  

The red-footed booby is 

the smallest of all boobies.  

Polymorphic; few seabirds 

display such a variety of 

color phases.  Legs and 

feet red, bill pale blue.  

Length 26 to 30 inches,  

Wingspan 36 to 40 inches.  

Average life span: 22 years. 

President’s Message continued from page 1 

     ―How is Ding Darling?‖  ―How are the 

birds?‖  ―How are the mangroves?‖  These 

questions have been asked by multitudes 

of people from all over the world.  Their 

concern is simultaneously touching and 

overwhelming.  The short answer is – ―we 

are okay.‖ 

     Hurricane Charley undoubtedly left an 

impact on Sanibel Island, and on the J. N. 

―Ding‖ Darling National Wildlife Refuge.  

The good news is that our 

mangroves overall faired 

well; but the closer you get to 

Captiva the worse it gets.  

The mangroves at the end of 

the Refuge’s four mile Wild-

life Drive were particularly 

hard hit and we will be 

watching this area closely to 

determine if active restoration is necessary.  

The Shell Mound Trail lost most of its 

canopy and the boardwalk was broken in 

several places when adjacent trees tipped 

up.   Many of the plant species are re-

sprouting and returning quickly, exotics 

included.  The majority of the refuge’s 

large live oak trees remained standing, 

although several were well pruned. 

     Our wading bird nesting islands, par-

ticularly those located in Pine Island 

Sound, were impacted by the storm as 

well.  Particularly hard hit were Bird Is-

land and Hemp Key.  A majority of the red 

mangroves were broken and twisted, and 

the black mangroves located in the center 

of the island were uprooted.  It’s at times 

painful to observe, but the regrowth re-

minds us that in natural systems Mother 

Nature has it all under control.  What we 

humans have to do is focus on areas we 

have previously altered….. 

     Other than dealing with hurricanes the 

biology division has been conducting busi-

ness as usual.  We added our first biologi-

cal technician to the staff – Jason Hanley.  

Jason arrived in May from California with 

wife Lynn and children Oliver (3) and 

Elijah (1).  They are not strangers to the 

island as Lynn’s parents have lived here 

for several years.  Jessica 

Wheeler, a Sanibel resident 

and high school senior, has 

also joined the biology divi-

sion.  Jesse was a Youth Con-

servation Corp student two 

summers ago, an intern this 

past summer, and is now a part 

time employee working for the 

refuge 15 hours a week.  Magaly Mas-

sanet, our biology student career-trainee 

will be rejoining the biology staff later this 

winter when she returns from her under-

graduate schooling in Puerto Rico.  

     The Refuge impoundments are in draw-

down through November and small mam-

mal trapping will begin in November as 

usual.  All bird surveys, fish sampling and 

sea grass sampling have continued.  We 

have also added several new projects to 

our ―to do list‖.  The Refuge has partnered 

with Mote Marine Laboratory to study 

sharks and rays in refuge waters.  Several 

critters were tagged earlier this summer 

and were found to utilize the refuge fre-

quently, particularly following Hurricane 

Charley.  A poster presenting the results is 

on display in the Refuge Visitor Center.  

The refuge is also working with Mote and 

the SCCF Marine Lab on a scallop restora-

tion project in Tarpon Bay and Pine Island 

Sound.  Funding was received earlier this 

year to conduct a population estimate 

study with our nesting wading birds in 

Pine Island and Matlacha Pass NWR in 

2005.  So as you can see it is business is 

usual in the biology world.  We always 

welcome questions and comments, but 

particularly volunteers!! 

 

J.N. “Ding” Darling Biological Update                  by Kendra Pednault-Willett 

“It’s at times pain-

ful to observe, but 

the regrowth re-

minds us that in 

natural systems 

Mother Nature has 

it all under con-

trol.” 

Stamps for the Birds 

     We all can help save and care for 

injured raptors by merely saving our 

valuable stamps.  The Bald Eagle Stamp 

Program now runs out of the Audubon 

Center for Birds of Prey in Maitland, 

Florida.  Stamps are appraised and sold 

to collectors with 100% of the proceeds 

going to help raptors. 

     When you bring your stamps for the 

stamp jar at the meetings, here are some 

helpful guidelines: 

YES: Any stamp collection, foreign, 

any commemorative, airmail, special 

handling, mint plate blocks (old ones

(especially)  

NO: Current single-rate  $..33, .34. .37.  

No Christmas stamps, please.  

Stamps may be cancelled or not.  Dam-

aged stamps cannot be sold. 

Cut at least 1/4 inch around stamp to 

avoid damage.  Postmark is not nec-

essary.        Thank you! 

Red-footed booby  (sula sula 

rubripes) Courtest Midway Atoll 

NWR, Robert Shallenberger ©  
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     As unrelated as it may seem, the 

coffee we drink can contribute to 

the demise of the birds in our own 

backyards. 

     Until thirty years ago, farmers 

worldwide cultivated Arabica cof-

fee shrubs under the shade of leafy 

tropical canopies.  This system 

kept erosion in check, provided 

nutrition to the soil, suppressed 

weeds, and provided a hospitable 

home to an astonishing number and 

variety of wildlife, particularly 

birds.  It is the neotropical migrants 

that connect this type of agriculture 

to backyards across our continent. 

     The problem is that most coffee 

is no longer grown this way.  Now 

the land is cleared of trees and 

planted in giant fields, exposed to 

full sun.  A new sun-tolerant vari-

ety of coffee is grown using chemi-

cal fertilizers and pesticides.  It is 

easy to see the consequences. 

     Luckily there is help.  Smaller 

farms are producing superior cof-

fee by the wildlife-friendly shade 

method and are being certified by 

two respected organizations, the 

Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center 

and the Rainforest Alliance.  Even 

better ï you can participate in 

this enterprise by purchasing 

your coffee directly from Audu-

bon.   Audubon coffee is certified 

by the Rainforest Alliance, and is 

organic, shade-grown, great tasting, 

and comes from farms that are envi-

ronmentally friendly and offer fair 

wages and conditions to their work-

ers. 

     Available in both ground and 

whole bean and in several tempting 

blends including decaf.  Call 1-800-

770—9381 or order online at 

ww.auduboncoffeeclub.com  

Don’t rely on supermarket coffee 

labeled as shade-grown unless it has 

a certification stamp.

 

BREW THE RIGHT THING 

 

Excerpts printed with permission of 

Audubon Editorial Department and 

the Rainforest Alliance          . 

     After unprecedented damage from four hurri-
canes in six weeks, the Audubon EagleWatch 
Program, headquartered at Audubon Center for 
Birds of Prey in Maitland, is receiving numerous 
reports that Bald Eagle nests and nest trees are 
either damaged or completely down. This will be 
a challenging year for eagles in Florida as they 
return to their nest territories, survey the natural 
damage, and decide to repair their nests, rebuild 
in alternate trees or even utilize man-made 
structures such as cell and utility towers. Typi-
cally, eagle nesting season in Florida begins in 
October and extends thru May.  Audubon is cur-
rently compiling data on these hurricane im-
pacted nests and injured eagles. 

     Preliminary information from EagleWatch 
volunteers reported in late September that of 
102 territories in 23 counties, 45 eagle nests are 
gone, including the complete loss of 16 nest 
trees; 9 nests sustained damage and 16 nest 
trees are damaged. Additional statistical data is 
also being compiled by the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission.    Audubon 
volunteers are encouraged to contact Center 
Supervisor Dianna Flynt (Dflynt@audubon.org) 
or Audubon EagleWatch Coordinator, Lynda 
White (Lwhite@audubon.org) at the Center (407
-644-0190) with any information they may have 
on this issue.  Florida wildlife rehabilitators have 
been cautioned that they may see an increase 
in eagles injured in territory fights as they com-
pete for reduced nesting habitat.       
      The multi-hurricanesô resulting population 
impact on many wildlife species, including Bald 
Eagles, is currently unknown.  Collecting and 
publishing data on what effect a natural disaster 
has on a species may help us to manage the 
remaining habitat more efficiently, as well as 
understand the potential population impacts of 
future natural or man-made disasters.      
      Audubon Center for Birds of Prey is a raptor 
rehabilitation and environmental educational 
center, open to the public, that admits 650 - 750 
sick, injured and orphaned raptors (eagles, 
hawks, owls, falcons, kites and osprey) annu-
ally, including an average of 55 Bald Eagles. 
Currently, EagleWatch volunteers monitor over 
20% of Florida's nesting eagles, with 240 volun-
teers active in 39 counties watching 282 nests. 
EagleWatch data also supplements state and 
federal wildlife agencies' eagle nesting data. For 
information on joining EagleWatch and attend-
ing one of this year's workshops, contact Lynda 
White. For more information about the Audubon 
Center visit www.audubonofflorida.org   

Florida's Bald Eagles vs. Charley, Frances, 

Ivan and Jeanne"  

National Policy Chapter Survey Results 

A survey of 2004 Issues Priority was taken of Chapter Presidents nation-

wide.  In order of reported importance, they are: 

1   Public Lands Protection   8.  Forest Management 

2.  Bird Conservation    9.  Energy and Environment 

3.  Endangered Species Act 10.  Land and Water Conservation Fund 

4.  Wetlands and Estuary  11.  State Wildlife Grant 

              Protection  12.  Invasive Species 

5.  Clean Water Act   13.  Agricultural Based Conservation 
     Programs 

6.  Enforcement of Environmental 14.  International Family Planning 

              Laws 

7.  Clean Air Act 

Full text may be read at:    

www.audubon.org/local/cso/docs/2004surveyresults.doc  

mailto:Dflynt@audubon.org
mailto:Lwhite@audubon.org
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AUDUBON OF FLORIDA & ITS CHAPTERS ANNOUNCE  
AUDUBON ACADEMY 2005  

The experience of being a volunteer in an Audubon Chapter should reward you by giving you 
the opportunity to accomplish something personally fulfilling while contributing to meaningful 
conservation goals.  Chapters that are well organized and effectively led are much more likely 
to provide that experience.   This is the underlying rationale for the Academy.  

WHEN :  March 18 – 20, 2005 

WHERE : Eckerd College in St. Petersburg just off of I-275 

PROGRAM:  A selection of 11 participatory workshops plus field trips and social events 

WHO :  Participation is open to Florida chapter officers and directors, committee chairs, other 
volunteers and future leaders 

OBJECTIVE :  To strengthen chapter leadership by providing tools for effective chapter gov-
ernance, development of membership and funds, and communications.  In addition, the Acad-
emy will strengthen the bonds between the chapters, Audubon of Florida, and National Audu-
bon.    

CONTACTS: 

Joyce King, Chair of the Chapter Committee, AoF Board of Directors 

sjking@mindspring.com; 727/531-3440 

Bill Lowrie, Chapter Coordinator, AoF 

flaudubon@earthlink.net; 850/224-7546 

mailto:sjking@mindspring.com
mailto:flaudubon@earthlink.net

