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sznzggrs Our Mission: Promoting interests in Wildlife on Sanibel and Captiva Islands, and fostering th
of Conservation with emphasis on Birds and their Habitat.
Paul Andrews,
Pres.
S G Vise MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Fres. Greetings to all after my summer fAawayo in| Mai
Susan Harpham, | on the Causeway Bridge a few days before our osprey couple (Martha & Lane) returned to
Sec. the nest in our yard. Good news was our nest produced 2 successful fledglings out of the
Tom Rothman, total of 30 or so this past season. They seem to be preparing for another successful breed-
Treas. ing season in spite of our latest water woes in and around our Conde Nast top ten rated is-
Chris Andrews | 1ands of Sanibel and Captiva.
Having just finished Mirage by Cynthia Barnett and observing reminders of our next
Kevin Bowden | \yater wars while driving thru the Carolinas/Georgia and Florida, | had a visual image. Since
Malcolm Harpham | the average Floridian uses 124 gallons of water per day and dumps 50% outside the
_ houseé. Picture a drive to Publix (or Bailly®o:s
Elaine Jacobson | 5 cking them in your SUV or Hybrid vehicle and dumping 60 gallons next to your driveway
Dale McGinley and lugging your 60 gallon-sized containers up to the livingspaceii f you donoét | | i\
o add x# of trips for each additional household member. Does it sound like the good old days
Brian Mishell . .
of pumping and hauling from the well? We seem to take our cheap and easy water access
Dolores Mishell | in stride T unless you live in Atlanta or [fill in the blank later]. Our local Audubon will be join-
; ing Audubon of Florida in the work to protect water for the 5 million south Florida residents
ean Reuther . . . . .
during record setting droughts. Conservation and alternative water supplies are the key to
Hugh Verry protecting water for humans and the Everglades Restoration project is the key to protecting
water for nature and aquifers from salt watfer
This weekend is our annual Audubon Assembly and Audubon of Florida board meet-
ing. Both Chris and | plan to attend and report back our regional conservation priorities for 2008. Carl
Hi assen is slated to be our guest speaker and | hop
year. See you on the birding trails,
Paul
P.S. We had a conflict and were unable to attend the Schoodic Education Bioblitz however, Dan
Jennings (Maine spiderman) was on hand and is credited with identifying 603 species of spiders in the
Pine Treé¢t®Ssauaeforfiunate tismder, moshepédpyeanrelildnsci
we didndédt have spiders as predators of .ibnsects, |[our
COCONUT ROAD INTERCHANGE by Chris Andrews

A drama is unfolding that involves our community and
merits your attention. Long range planning in our area is
considerably determined by the Metropolitan Planning
Organi zati on
mayor Carla Johnston.

resulted in pressure to increase lanes on Interstate
75. Development interests in SW Florida would also like
to add an interchange at Coconut Road.
voted down the interchange, preferring to allocate fund-
ing to the I-75 expansion project.
our community are concerned that the interchange
would lead to further development in wetlands and in the

water recharge area east of I-75. Congress signed a
transportation bill that did not include an earmark for the
Coconut Road exchange, yet $10 million in funding for
the excharde wayg peScied iinb eloré gshe Presidene r
signed the bill. Out of 6,000 earmarks, only this one
was changed. The FBI is investigating connections be-
tween Representative Don Young (Alaska) and a local
Estero developer and several other agencies are pursu-
ing actions on this issue. How does this concern
us? We are going to continue to face increasing pres-
sure for development of wetlands east of I-75 and we

K4

( MPO) , ably
Increased development has

The MPO

In addition, many in
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The Pileated Woodpecker, fall 2007  page 2 drops are made up of thousands of water mole-
: cules, two atoms of hydrogen and one of oxygen,
COCONUT ROAR continued (H20). An individual water molecule may move rap-
need to educate ourselves on the needs of our natural idly through the hydrologic system in the space of a
systems and participate in the conversation. This area is few days or may be in storage (i.e. as ice or ground
a key groundwater resource and part of the infrastructure
- i water) for hundreds of years.
of our state, providing water for people and for wildlife in Ground water can occur in pore spaces in some

SW Florida. One of the greatest threats we face is the di K di di h d
conversion of tree tops to roof tops. Our thanks go to sedimentary rocks (and in sediments such as sands

Carla Johnston for her leadership and foresight. and gravels) and in cracks and fissures in any type
of solid rock. Aquifer is the correct technical word to
Water 101 describe water saturated rock formations. Some

ground water is tens of thousands of years old, but
The current water crisis in Georgia may offer us a vivid most ground water used for drinking supplies in the
picture of what we may be facing as a country and planetU.S. has only been underground for a few months
in the very near future. In preparation for decisions that Or years. Some ground water may be recharged
we all need to make personally in our homes, locally in ~ from leakage through rivers and lakes, but rainfall
our communities as well as regionally and nationally, we and snowmelt soaking into the ground is the princi-
all need to increase our understanding of how water sys- pal source of recharge. However, not all rainfall re-

tems wor k. l 6m remi nded ¢hargesground watgro Water frop ligRtrain istikele A n
of SanibeilCapti va Conservati on P Baevagosaied from soilsipnysed kyplants before
knows no boundaries. o T Ht&as a ghangeda seak deep udargrourdo a st | i ne

provides us with ample evidence. SaniBaptiva Audu-  Virtually all ground water is slowly on the move and
bon is going to work on improving all of our understand- Will eventually reach the ocean or a wetland stream

ing of water beginning with the definition of Groundwa-  Or lake. Most rivers receive about half their flow
ter. Chris from ground water. How else can rivers flow after

weeks and weeks of no rain? In some geologic
2 o
WHERE DOE.S GRO.UND W’.A‘TER COME FROM' situations, ground water may move hundreds of
Ground water is precious. If it becomes contami-

miles from the\)oomt of recharge to.where it eventu-

natedd w e canot use It. L élly rbathesthe Surfac€ %t B polsibl Foﬂave\'\fc?ck 0sE€
f[he opportunity to achieve _sustalnablllty bY balanc- layers with ground water of recent origin overlying
ing use and natural replenishment. Knowing where rock layers containing much older ground water. A

it comes from is an important first step. This . well.drilled in s ch gSeoIoglc situations will contain a
mont hds ground water tOP'CﬁCock fg ShhM'd® Wat er

building block that explains the origins of ground
water. Questions often asked are: How old is Source: ©American Ground Water Trust
ground water? Where woul dYWWaWLepy 1 we didnot use it
How far does ground wa-
ter travel beneath the
surface? The basic
cross-section drawing,
showing the hydrologic
system can help answer
some of these questions.
The hydrologic
system (sometimes
called the hydrologic cy-
cle or water cycle), con-
sists of a series of trans-
fers of water involving the
atmosphere, soils, plants,
rocks, rivers, lakes,
oceans and glacial ice.
Water may occur as a
liquid, a solid (ice) or a
gas (water vapor). Water



