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Our mission:

Promoting
interests in
wildlife on
Sanibel and
Captiva, and
fostering the
cause of
conservation
with emphasis
on birds and
their habitat
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Il 6m happy to share some hopeful news! A
the road, Chris and | celebrated with John Flicker, National President and David Anderson, CEO fg
Audubon of Florida, a Big Birthday gift for

given to Corkscrew Swamp compliments of local develdparsd in addition to the land,
devel opers are giving $1 million was given

According to John Flicker, as large chunks of property become scarce, restoration become
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next generation of conservation. Presently known as the Panther Island Mitigation Bank, the parcel on

the northwest boundary is to be added to the Sanctuary for a new total of 13,528 acres. Corkscrew

contains a bald cypress swamp with some trees more than 600 years old and is the largest wood stork
nesting area in the United States. In the past developers were required to restore on site native trees

destroyed curing construction. This approach was too piecemeal, Flicker said. Now the approach
allow developers to pay for restoration of large tdatalled mitigation banks of more remote rural
land to compensate for what is destroyed by their projects.

The gift wildl help insure t
to come, said Ed Carlson, Sanctuary Director. Yea for everybody!

In this issue is a condensed version of Saribalpt i vads 50 year hi st
always by Candice Ethridge. Thanks to Elaine Jacobson for sifting through boxes of documents|tg
compile the history, which will be dedicated

same dedication to the concepts of care and conservation

he

Paul Andrews

Our 2nd Annual

Come as Your Favorite Bird
Thursday, March 31, 2005 7:00 to 10PM

Sanibel Community House

¢ @ 2173 Periwinkle Way

I4
DeSsert & Coffee
Cash ba® wine & beer

p

Ticketsi Pre-sales $4.00
Door Sales $5.00
Judging and

Awards
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Fifty Years of Sanibel
Audubon History

- Captiva

by Candice Ethridge,

compiled by Elaine Jacobson

National Audubon Society was founded

around 1900, in part as a lobbying effort to save
wading birds in the Everglades from needless
slaughter for their plumes, which were sold to the
millinery industry. During that era, Sanibel was
home to a declining number of farmers and an
increasing number of vacationers, some of whom
were conservationists.
island, being a bird haven, had become the
Sanibel National Wildlife Refuge through the
efforts of noted cartoonist and conservationist, J.
N . AiDi ngo Darling.

In 1953, B. K. Ben Boyce, both a seasonal
island visitor and a naturalist, founded Sanibel-
Captiva Audubon, SCA. For the next fifty years, in
numbers ranging from a handful to over 300, SCA
members have met in the Community House on
Periwinkle Way for educational programs, board
meetings, birding classes, and the like. From the
beginning, the chapter 6s
education about and advocacy of Florida eco-
systems.

An early SCA program chair, Opal Combs,
organized six monthly Audubon meetings of films
and speakers, to educate winter residents. Today
during January, February, and March, the chapter
offers 10 weekly Audubon meetings, still in the
Community House. After 30 years of only $1
donation for these programs, today a $4 donation
is requested. Topics range from bird photography
slides and lectures by water management directors
to advocacy for manatees or the Everglades.

Winter residents and national bird
authors, Don and Lillian Stokes present their latest
pictures some years.

The chapter treasury goes to fund
educational or lobbying efforts. Opal initiated
guided birding trips and nature classes, both to
raise funds and educate her fellow residents. Still
today, the chapter offers bird outings and birding
classes to raise money, which is donated to area
wildlife management and rehabilitation programs,
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such as CROW and Sanibel-Captiva Conservation
Foundation. Furthermore, a scholarship for
students or teachers in environmental education is
presented from time to time.

In 1960, SCA made its first Christmas Bird
Count. Today over 100 volunteers canvas both
Sanibel and Captiva, for 4 hours, by foot, boat,
bike, and car. However, originally, a few hardcore
birders, with bag lunches, spent 10 hours bird
spotting from a tower in the Bailey Tract. They
often estimated well over 40,000 birds, while today
numbers run around 15-20,000.
| . P theq Bagta0 Yearsy fhe shapter
presidents and board members have led the
chapter to tackle many island conservation issues,
often at Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge. In
the 196006s the c¢hajmamingofa
the Sanibel Wildlife Refuge in honor of the early
conservation efforts of Ding Darling. SCA also
agreed to provide the Refuge with volunteers who
evolved to become the Ding Wildlife Society. In the
198006s the chapter l obbi
vegetation trimming height for bird viewing, to
maintain a code of ethics for bird photographers,
angieven tp $jqp theradition gf sunget cqgktajlsipn
Wildlife Drive. Most years the chapter donated to
Ding, such as a 1986 contribution for a snow fence
to protect terns and skimmers nesting on the
causeway islands.

SCA also lobbied on other Sanibel issues.
I n the 19600s, chapter P
wildlife manager at Ding, started the sea turtle
monitoring program, still strong today, as well as
public information programs on alligators. In the
197006s President Ma r k
Campbell, both naturalists, advocated erecting
platforms for nesting ospreys, in face of their
declining numbers; today ospreys thrive on Sanibel.
I n t he 1990606 s, board me
advocate for shorebirds, was instrumental in the
development of the plover nest patrol and making
Bunche Beach dog-free. In 1992, SCA President
Bob Slayton led the chapter to lobby for the
environment on both state and national levels, for
which he was named Florida Audubon Chapter
President of Year.

The first 50 years of SCA have helped keep
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development on sensitive lands occurred at
what is now the Sanctuary on Wulfert Point, the
tourist development at Shell Point Village Blvd and
MacGregor Blvd, and Florida Gulf Coast University.
Thus, the work to educate and advocate for the fair
management of growth, to both wildlife and humans,
continues at Sanibel-Captiva Audubon.

SCCF daBirdi at t he

ng

Led by various experienced leaders, Sanibel-
Captiva Conservation Foundation offers birding
walks this season starting at 7:30 AM on Fridays.
The remainder of the schedule is as follows:

February 118 Sanibel Gardens
February 188 Johnston/Frannies
February 250 Sanibel Gardens
March 490 Pick Preserve

March 118 Pick Preserve

March 180 SCCF

March 256 SCCF

Directions: Johnston/Frannies: park at Trost Lot on
Tarpon Bay Road, meet at 7:15 AM, carpool to
Johnston site.

Pick Preserve: Park at Rec. Center at 7:30 AM

That 6s one for t he

The Collier County Environmental Advisory Council
denied a devel operds
management plan to allow construction 35 feet from an
eagledbs nest.

The developer, Signature Communities, wants to amend
its eagle management plan to make its plan the same as
the federal government 6s.
Engineers gave Signature an incidental take permit
all owing them to build by

Now the request for a change to its eagle plan will go to
the planning commission and then to Collier County
commissioners for a final vote. Hang in there, eagles.

Eagl ewsackfyard;noamd is a

t he ea_igol

3 PAGE 3

Hereds anot her source |f
Coffee for concerned consumers...

Gloria Jean's, the largest mall-based
provider of specialty-flavored whole bean coffees,
is joining forces with the Rainforest Alliance
worldwide conservation organization, to offer the
|l argest variety of Rai nfor
coffees with 53 flavored coffees available.

The Rainforest Alliance awards a

P T ecértiicatior sed of approval to farms that meet

demanding social and environmental standards as
verified by experienced auditors. The seal is a
guarantee to consumers that the Gloria Jean's
coffee they buy was grown on farms where
forests, rivers, soils and wildlife are protected and
workers are treated respectfully, paid decent
wages, equipped and trained properly and have
access to education and health care. Call00-354-
5282, or visit www.gloriajeans.com.

8th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count

The weekend of February 18 through 21,
people all across the North American continent are
urged to look at the birds in their backyards and
report them over the I nt
largest volunteer efforts of its kind. Bob Perciasepe,
Audubondés chief operatin
the GBBC reminds us that North American birds
consider the whole continent to be one great big
sense

This eighth year is managed by National
Audubon Society and Cornell Lab of Ornithology

r eques twitht ospoasorshipd from sWild a Birdls eJalgnites

storeowners. People are encouraged to enjoy the
birds around them by goli
Backyardo during any or

noting the highest numbers of each bird species

L athay see athen trépert theimsgightihgs pwer thé

Internet at www..birdsource.org/gbbc.

edbs nest . o
read the complete press release, visit
www.audubon;org/news/press_releases/ Any
questions or ideas are welcomed; contact Pal

Green at pgreen@audubon.org

er
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Audubon Academy 2005 Birders Find Saturday Fun at
Audubon chapter leaders and other volunteers are Various Locations

very generous with their precious time. The
experience of being a volunteer in an Audubon
Chapter should reward you by giving you the
opportunity to accomplish something personally
fulfilling  while contributing to meaningful
conservation goals.  Chapters that are well
organized and effectively led are much more likely
to provide that experience. This is the underlying
rationale for the Academy.

WHEN: March 181 20, 2005
WHERE: Eckerd College in St. Petersburg

PROGRAM: A selection of 11 participatory
workshops on all aspects of chapter leadership
plus great field trips and social events

Outing leaders report this to be a good year for

WHO: Participation is open to Florida chapter birding. Unusual sightings have been made at every

officers and directors, committee chairs, other outing,. Some of the rarer sightings recently have been:

volunteers and future leaders lesser black-backed gull, short-tailed hawk, western

COST: $25 plus travel and accommodations. :«negtglrg, em?ngrosvi C;Cukcz)o" Casgannc;ern,v\c;(ied?rsvvix:/]wggé
are: Feb 120 Bunche Beach

Complete details about the academy can be found Feb 198 Fishing Pier

at www.audubonofflorida.org. Contact Bill Lowrie Feb 268 Ding Darling

(flaudubon@earthlink.net or 850/962-4138 or March 5 Sanibel Gardens

Joyce King at sjiking@mindspring.com or 727/ 531 Mar 128 Bunche Beach

-3440) if you have questions or would like a copy March 198 Lakes Park

of the registration materials. If you want
accommodations on the Eckerd campus or at  Come on out to one of these Saturdays at 8 AM and have

_economical motels_ you must act quickly as March a great time. Questions, call Malcolm Harpham at 395-
is a busy season in St. Pete. There are camping 3804.

facilities at a nearby county park as well.

Digital-Gamee Show

A big thank you to all the fine area photographers
who have lent their works to our new digital projector
show in the half hour before the Thursday night
programs. Karen Lund, Dr. Tom Kreulen, Dr. Frank |[WHAT DoYOU CALL?
Moore, Brian Mishell, Sharon Cummings, Bob

Chamberlain, Mary McCoy, Ron Addison, Norm A badelyng of ducks
Bateman, and Judy Yaker. The new projector has A descent of woodpeckers
exceeded our expectations and throws a high- A bazaar of mures or guillemots
guality image on the screen. Now we just have to A mustering of storks or peacocks

pay for it. Please consider the donation jar at the A murmuration of starlings

door. Andd If you want to see your photos in lights
(all 2000 lumens) call Jean Reuther and arrange to
send photos to jeanted@earthlink.net.

A company of wigeons
A charm of finches
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Working for a Rosy Future

Roseate Spoonbills (Platalea ajaja) have had a long
struggle to survive in Florida. During the era of plume
hunting, their numbers plummeted in the 1800s. In the

|l ast 100 year s, Fl ori dads
extensive degradation with a loss of 85-90% of the
wading birds. Monitoring of Roseate Spoonbills by
Audubon of Florida over the past 50 years has shown
that this species responds markedly to changes in
hydrology and corresponding changes in prey
abundance and availability

In contrast to Florida Bay, the number of nesting
spoonbills in Tampa Bay has grown in recent years.
Whether these birds are moving from Florida Bay to
Tampa Bay is unknown.

Based on this history, and ongoing efforts to restore
Fl oridads wetl ands, Audubon
USGS, Everglades National Park, the Army Corps of
Engineers, and the Walt Disney World Wildlife
Conservation Fund, is initiating a collaborative project
that will monitor population dynamics as well as a

-« Color Band

USGS Aluminum
Band
measure for success of
Everglades restoration efforts.

spoonbills have been banded in Florida using a
combination of band types. In addition to the silver
USGS band above the foot, colored bands, some with
alpha-numeric codes are used at mid-leg.

Should you observe a banded spoonbill, pleas note the
following:

1.The band(s) color and what leg(s) it is on.
2.1f there is an alpha/numeric code .(

3.The location of the sighting (be as specific as possible,
and please include the county)

4 .Your background (biologist, birder, etc.)

Should you have an opportunity to photograph the bird
and/or the habitat, this helps us to confirm the code if the
photograph is of exceptional quality, and/or to learn more
about plumage changes and habitats used.

Please report any sightings to Audubon of Florida at the:
Tavernier Science Center, 115 Indian Mound Trail,
Tavernier, FL (305) 852-5318 or Florida Coastal Islands
Sanctuaries, 410 Ware Blvd, Suite 702, Tampa, FL
33619 (813) 623-6826. Mare information at -
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Lakes Park Holds Annual Birdfest

Lee County Parks & Recreation and Lee County Bird

Patrol invit to th
\?\'/eotlaeryguso ﬁave suffered

3rd Annual BIRDFEST

Saturday, March 5, 2005
from 7:30 to 12 noon
At Lakes Regional Park, Gladiolus Drive
between US 41 and Summerlin Road

Canoe tours of the rookery
Tours of newly opened areas
F1 or iNdtare phetographyfiipsndi ng f
Backyard habitat tips
Many exhibitors

of

Registration at Shelter B-1 at the beach
Additional information at 432-2034 or 481-7845

Welcome & Enjoy
WWW..LEEPARKS.ORG

r

SW FL Birdline 98 Signin

Hereds an online group |
Chat rooms, Files, Photos, Database, and more.

Goals are:

1 To provide the latest info on noteworthy birds in
the Southwest Florida region

1 To share info on the status of migration,
wintering, and breeding species in various areas
of this region.

1 To share current knowledge about identification
of difficult species

1 To help beginning birders become more
proficient in their birding skills

1 To share interesting experiences/sightings
related to birding trips

Look it up:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SWFLBIrdline

om
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www.audubonofflorida.org
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the

community we call home
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While youbre enjoying t
the beaches, please remember:
T Shorebirds feed at the
Disrupting the birds wastes their energy
and feeding ability. Avoid disturbing
them.

ecially

1 Keep all dogs on a leash. Unleashed
dogs greatly disturb feeding and cause
nest failure.

© JMR 2004

1 Be especially mindful of our four species
that nest above high tide rack on open
sand, or shelly beaches. They are snowy Be Sure to Visit Our
p | ov.er s, Wil son.()s pl overls, Gt%éts\l\t/eb§il%r-ns A n d
black skimmers. Keep beach furniture
below the lower dune vegetation and off www.sancapaudubon.org
sandy beach area when not in use.




