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President’s Message

Well, it’s happened
again; we’ve completed
another successful
season of programs,
bird outings, and bird
ID classes, sponsored
by your Sanibel-Captiva
Audubon Society. A
three month odyssey —
bluebirds in Virginia,
mountain  gorillas  in
Africa, migrating
whooping cranes
coming to Florida, and
our backyard
Fakahatchee and
Everglades, all explored
entertainingly  with
knowledgeable
presenters.

A thank you to all of

our board members
including our new slate
of officers Jim Griffith,
as Vice President,
Susan Harpham as
Secretary, Chris
Andrews as Treasurer
and yours truly.

Each week, a great team
keeps things running.
Ted and Jean Reuther,
Malcolm and Sue
Harpham, Kevin
Bowden, Elaine and Bill
Jacobson, Tom
Rothman, and Hugh
Veery and our birding
guides Dale McGinley
and Harold Johnstone
were there to serve, as
were our newest board

members Delores and
Brian Mischell. The
Mischell’s hail from

Ontario where they bird
or plan their birding.
They are working on the
Ontario Bird Atlas from
April to June observing
bird breeding within a
10-mile area around
their home. Ask them
about their up-coming
cross Canada bird trip
and Madagascar South
African trips. We look
forward to Brian’s first
presentation which will
kick off our 2005 series
in January.

(Continued on page 2)

SanCap Audubon Keeps Pace With 21st Century

Our evening programs
are increasingly being
presented in digital format
instead of the older slide
and projector format. In
fact, some experts are
predicting that film will be
obsolete in the next 6 to 10
years. The SCA board
members have resolved to
purchase a digital projector

for use next season. This
will allow greater flexibility
in obtaining high-quality
speakers, and have the
added advantage of
additional uses such as pre-

program graphics and
presentations.
Although digital

projectors have come down
in price, they are quite

expensive. We hope to
have some creative ways to
raise funds for this
purchase (see “Preening
Your Feathers” pg 2).

Program goers next
year will notice a special jar
at the entrance table for the
digital projector fund. All
contributions gratefully
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President’S Message continued from page 1

Finally, we wish a very
special thank you to Bev
and Clair Postmus who
have been teaching our bird
ID and behavior classes for
the past 8 years. They are
taking time off to recharge
and look for new
challenges. We wish them
well and hope to keep them

active in our organization.

PS. To update on the Snowy Plover
and Least Tern nesting season,
Sanibel police have advised us that
they plan to enforce the dog-on-leash
law. If you see a violation while on
the beach, please call the police and
alert them to location and description
of the dogs and owners. We hope to

Larry Kowitch Memorial

The memorial in honor of Larry
Kowitch, our late Vice President and
good friend, is being developed with his
widow, Charlotte, the City of Sanibel,
and SCA. A bench in Larry’s memoty
will most likely be located somewhere in

the Bailey Tract.

Donations may still be made and
may be sent to Sanibel-Captiva
Audubon Society—Larry Kowitch
Memorial Fund, PO Box 957, Sanibel,

Bird Outings

The successful Saturday Bird

of Malcolm Harpham, with Hugh

been constant and quite good.

Look for the new Bird Outing
Schedule in the November issue.

Start Preening Your Feathers!

This spring, as some of you may have heard, your Audubon board
members had a wonderful evening’s fun at a party given by Chris
Andrews, entitled “Come As Your Favorite Bird”. There were clever,
funny, cute and ingenious bird costumes worn. It was so successful that
we’d like to do it on a grand scale! Sometime in mid-February there will
be a COME AS YOUR FAVORITE BIRD PARTY for EVERYONE!

Start thinking of how you will arrive in your feathered
be a “bluebird”? A “brown thrasher”? A “jail bird”?

costumes definitely allowed.

It will be our First Annual “Fun Raiser” to augment o
for purchases and operational expenses. Watch for furt]
announcements. Be there or be featherless!

Outings will continue in the coming
season under the organizational skills

Verry assisting. Hugh will take over
as “Bird Master” the following year.
Malcolm reports that attendance has
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provide more education and

experience more enforcement
of the ordinance so that our
feathered beach nesters can
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Chapter Grants

SanCap Audubon has dispersed its
grants for the year. They are:

International Osprey Foundation $100

CROW 200
San.Cap.Conservation Found.
(Unrestricted) 1000
San.Cap.Conservation Found.
(Environmental Ed ) 500
Whooping Crane Project 100

Sanibel Elem. School
(Environmental Ed. Conf.) 800

Audubon of Florida 100
ECOSWF 25
Lakes Park 50
Six-Mile Cypress Sough 100

One more way to pin down your
Audubon membership.

You may call 1-800-274-4201to find
your membership status, make a
credit card renewal, or have your
questions answered.

And, as a always, for §5 you may be a
member of your home chapter (not SCA)
and still have a membership in this
chapter with all privileges and a year’s
newsletter subscription. We have new
software that allows accurate tracking of
these accounts and even gives you your
subscription status on your mailing label.
Sign up at meeting nights or call Jean
Reuther, 239-415-0935 or
jeanted@earthlink.net.
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J.N. "Ding” Darling Biological Update
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by Kendra Pddfiikift

The Refuge biology division
is full swing into “field season”.
The field season began in March,
with the Refuge lowering water
levels in the East Impoundment
to periodically expose the mud
flats and provide a place for
shorebirds to feed. During the
closure, the biology staff closely
monitored the salinity and
dissolved oxygen levels in the
impoundment to assure that the
draw down did not adversely
impact fish and other marine life.

The fisheries and vegetation

rice rats have been captured on every
site trapped!

Secretive marsh bird surveys were
also conducted in the interior
wetlands. This is a new survey for
the biology division and we are
hoping to identify areas of refuge
property that are important as
breeding sites for rails and other
marsh birds. Sites being sampled
include the Bailey Tract, Legion
Curve, Wildlife Drive, Indigo Trail
and Botanical Site.

Matlacha Pass National Wildlife
Refuge (MPNWR), one of our

are also surveyed to determine
the affects of the drawd
The two impoundments
covering 800 acres, are
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open to tidal influence

peak shorebird migrati

11,

“Turs 1s a New g refuges, also received
survey For THE O this spring. With the help
BIOLOGY DIVISION rnhaintenance division, and

AND WE ARE HOPING 5|[ege students participating in
controlled by seven WateTo IDENTIFY AREAS OF

structures. The structure REFUGE PROPERTY
THAT ARE IMPORTANT

majority of the year, buj BREEDING SITES FOR
RAILS AND OTHER

rnative spring break program,
er [sland was restored as a
z|site for skimmers and least
The project involved a

lgr and a lot of manual labor to
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gates are closed (with thc
exception of one structure in
each impoundment) to simulate a
low tide.

Along with working in
the impoundments, the biology
division has also been busy in
the interior wetlands. Small
mammal trapping has been
conducted at the Bailey Tract,
Legion Curve and will continue
at the Botanical Site. Trapping
began in the spring of 2003 with
the objective of locating Sanibel
rice rats. However, none were
captured in the spring and only
one captured at a site in the fall.
This spring, however, has proven
to be dramatically different, as

remove unwanted vegetation from
the nesting site. After removing the
vegetation, oyster shell was spread
over the site. Skimmers have not
nested there since the late 1990s and
with the site restored we hope they
will once again nest on this island.

Pine Island Sound NWR also
received attention as colonial nesting
bird surveys began in March. There
are seven nesting islands spread
throughout the J. N. “Ding” Darling
NWR Complex. Species nesting on
the islands include: brown pelicans,
white ibis, great and snowy egrets,
great blue and little blue herons, and
reddish egrets. Reddish egrets on
Tarpon Bay Keys already had two to
three week old chicks in the nest!

The biology division is also busy
conducting migratory bird surveys,
checking the drift fences (no Eastern
Indigo snakes yet!), aiding SCCF with
snowy plover surveys, and preparing
for the prescribed fire season.
Everything has been prepared to once
again implement prescribed fire on
Refuge property. If we get the proper
weather conditions, this extremely
useful management tool will be
implemented at the Bailey Tract and
potentially other sites on the refuge.

We would not be able to
accomplish any of this without our
dedicated biology staff. Biological
intern Heidi Hoffman has been with
us over a year now. Heidi has been
looking for other positions to help
expand her resume. We are not
looking forward to her leaving, but
wish her the best! Megan Tinsley has
joined as a biological intern until late
this summer. Megan has been
instrumental in helping monitor the
impoundments and conducting the
marsh bird surveys. Magaly
Massanet, our biological SCEP
student will remain with us through
May at which point she will return to
Puerto Rico to complete her
schooling. As you can see, we have
been extremely busy and are learning
much more about our beautiful island.
Volunteers are always welcome and
needed! Please feel free to contact
Kendra if you would like to become
more involved with the Refuge
biological program or would like
additional information.

Wildlife Biologist
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Audubon of Florida—Easy way to Keep Up

You may subscribe on-line to the Audubon of
Florida Advocate, a short, updated page of information.

This link gives you a personalized, easy to
read summary of vital current issues.

America’s

It’s so easy—takes no time—Ilets you keep up
on what’s happening—and most important, provides a
quick and simple way to take action. A few clicks and
you are part of the solution.

To sign up (canceling is just as easy) go to National
http://gal.org/natureadvocate/home.html Wildlife

Retuges

Did You Know?

You don’t have to be a Florida citizen to express your 100 ye ars
opinion or concern. The legislature may be contacted
directly. Legislative switch board: 850-488-1234;
Toll Free Bill Information: 800-342-1824;
Conservation Hot Line: 800-753-5499.
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