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The Pileated Woodpecker 

President’s Message 
Our mission:  

Promoting    
interests in 
wildlife on 
Sanibel and 

Captiva, and 
fostering the 

cause of    
conservation 
with empha-
sis on birds     
and their 
habitat 

 Paultoid: 

Another migration has begun after a successful season of Thursday Audubon pro-

grams and Saturday bird outing field trips.  Your Board of Directors, officers and volun-

teers demonstrated their dedication to our mission.  Many of you joined us during the 

season and will be with us again next January as the cycle continues… 

We will continue to focus on issues in SW Florida and statewide as we celebrate 100 

years of National Audubon and 50 years of Sanibel-Captiva Audubon’s activity.  

Thanks to Elaine Jacobson and Candace Ethridge, we have a formal summary of the 

history of Audubon on Sanibel and Captiva. 

Unfortunately, I’m not able to end on a positive note regarding the purchase of Bab-

cock Ranch.  Rumors suggest that Governor Jeb Bush and the State of Florida are 

working a deal to give 30,000 acres of the 92,000 acres of the property to developers.  

Instead of saving part of the Western Everglades from development and practicing 

true ―smart growth,‖ we may end up with more urban sprawl.   Babcock Ranch could 

have served as a viable wildlife corridor and essential water re-charge lands.  I wish I 

could be more optimistic and say hard work paid off.  We need each of you to write or 

call Governor Bush and tell him that the people of Florida do not want this land devel-

oped.  [See addresses in message below.] 

Thank you and best wishes until next year. 
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 In the effort to save Babcock Ranch, 
your help is needed NOW more than ever . 
We have heard that the State of Florida is cur-
rently looking at a deal that could allow up to 
30,000 acres of the Ranch to be sold to a pri-
vate developer! This is contrary to what the 
people of Southwest Florida have been 
fighting for.  
 The Ranch presents us with an amaz-
ing opportunity to protect over 90,000 of the 
western Everglades. Protecting all of Babcock 
Ranch will protect the habitat of 20 protected 
bird and mammal species, including the endan-
gered Florida panther and wood stork. Protect-
ing all of Babcock ranch will also protect our 
water recharge lands and over 20,000 acres of 
wetlands that filter pollutants out of stormwater 
before it reaches the Caloosahatchee. Protect-
ing all of Babcock Ranch will provide an area 
large enough to offer recreational opportunities 

for all of Southwest Florida's residents.  Pro-
tecting all of Babcock Ranch will be good 
growth management for Southwest Florida. Our 
roads are already full, our waters are already 
polluted, and we are still going to grow, even 
with all of Babcock Ranch protected. We need 
smart growth that directs growth to our urban 
areas that already have the needed infrastruc-
ture. We do not need more urban sprawl! 
 
Please, please, call, write, email, or fax Gov-
ernor Bush today and tell him you want to 
see ALL of Babcock Ranch protected for the 
benefit of all 
in Southwest 

Florida!  

 

          From Matt Bixler regarding Babcock Ranch 

Governor Jeb Bush 
The Capitol, 400 S. Monroe St. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001 
Phone: (850) 488-4441 
Fax: (850) 487-0801 
jeb.bush@myflorida.com 

Paul Andrews 

mailto:jeb.bush@myflorida.com
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2006 Programming  

 Elaine Jacobson has been seeking far and 

wide for speakers for next season.  She has assem-

bled her usual list of high-quality and talented pre-

senters.  Some of the treats starting in January, 2006, 

are: 

Ken Crossan with magnificent pictures of Scotland’s 

Outer Hebrides; popular and colorful Charles Le-

Buff;  Larry Richardson , ―The Heart of Florida—Our 

Native Orchids;  the enthusiastic Mark Deyrup on 

one of his areas of expertise;  Dee Sarage , SCCF, on 

butterflies;  Frank and Sue Moore on Birds of Trini-

dad & Tobago; Tom Burack with Meet J.J. Audubon  

in a new-for-us format—theater-in-the-round.  You 

will be happy to know that our good friends Bev and 

Clair Postmus will return for a short visit, and on 

Feb.23rd will give us a look at their new location, 

Green Valley, AZ where they have already identified 

180 new birds!.  With a few others not yet finalized it 

will be an exciting season of programs, thanks to 

Elaine’s intelligent choices.   

The schedule will be set shortly and will be officially 

included in the November issue. 

Bird ID Classes Returning  

 Good news!  After an absence, the popular 

Bird Identification Classes will be offered—with 

some innovations.   During the month of Febru-

ary, four Monday evening classes will be given al-

ternatively by Don and Lillian Stokes and Brian and 

Dolores Mishell.  The Stokes will examine gulls and 

terns, and then shorebirds;  the Mishells will cover 

herons and egrets, and then others (hawks, mer-

gansers and pelicans).  Digital photography and 

projections will give illustrations of birds features 

like you’ve never seen.  Each session will be fol-

lowed the next morning with a field trip to view the 

subjects in situ and reinforce the learning process. 

 The cost for the four classes is $40;   

classes are not sold individually.  Class location has 

not been determined.  Seating will be limited and 

registration is expected to be in demand.  Anyone 

interested may secure their place by sending their 

check to SanCap Audubon, PO Box 957, Sanibel, 

FL 33957.  If classroom is still available, admission 

will be sold at the back table on program nights. 

Finalized information will appear in the November 

newsletter. 

Your Subscription Deciphered  

Every newsletter editor’s nightmare is the mailing list.  In 

our case, National Audubon sends a monthly update. 

Names and addresses are constantly changing and often 

the updates are not current. Florida Audubon chapters 

face the additional problem of members who share their 

time here and elsewhere.  For whatever reason, there 

are a surprising number of names on our mailing list that 

are not on the national master list.  In an attempt to bring 

our list to some semblance of reality, there will be a code 

on your mailing label.  Every effort has been made to 

make this codification correct, but there are bound to be 

mistakes.  If yours is incorrect, please be forgiving!  Here 

is what you may see on your label directly after your 

name: 

    ð If there is no letter after your name, you are a paid 

up member of National Audubon in our chapter E07. 

    ð ñx‖  your Audubon subscription has expired.  You 

need to renew.  

    ð ―FSCA‖ = you are a Friend of SCA, not National.  

You pay $8 a year or $12 for 2 years to support SanCap 

Audubon and receive a newsletter subscription.  We love 

you! 

    ð ―FSCA x‖ = you are a Friend of SCA and your time 

has expired.  Read on to see how to renew. 

    ð ―n‖ = there is no record of you on the national mas-

ter list.  This could be because you are a member of a 

chapter elsewhere, or you are not a member of Audu-

bon.  If any newsletters with ―n’s‖, are returned (we get 

about 15 every mailing) the name will be deleted from 

the master list unless you wish to contact me.  We wish 

we could send everyone issues, but the cost of printing 

and postage is extremely high.  If you fall into this cate-

gory, but don’t wish to join, you can always see the  

newsletter online at www.sancapaudubon.org. It is cre-

ated by Chris Andrews and is a wonderful site with lots of 

good things.  You could also become a Friend of SCA for 

merely $8 and still receive the newsletter.  What a deal. 

RENEW Audubon :  Call 1-800-274-4201.  You can re-

new, ask questions, or even sign up for paper-free sub-

scription. 

RENEW FSCA:  Call Jean Reuther, 239-415-0935, or e-

mail jeanted@earthlink.net, or simply send $8 or $12 by 

check to Sanibel-Captiva Audubon at this address, 

14720 Lake Olive Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33919.   

Brown Pelican  

by  
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 existence in SW Florida may be partly related 

to the Spanish colonists’ ease in re-planting it 

throughout the area.   Wherever they needed a 

fence, they stuck gumbo limbo branches into 

the ground to form a boundary, the so-called 

living fence.  

 Typically, trees that re-sprout easily are 

short-lived: the gumbo limbo often lasts only 25 

years, although much older specimens can be 

found.   Furthermore, trees with short life-spans 

often reproduce easily around the mother plant.  

Any gardener with one gumbo limbo knows 

that  seedlings sprout easily 

around the yard.  Short-lived trees 

often grow fast also.  With the right 

moisture and adequate sunshine, 

seedlings can grow to six-eight 

feet in two years.  

 Once a tree is about five 

years old, it starts to reproduce 

minute flowers that become clus-

ters of hard, green balls.  About 

eight months later, often during a 

rainy summer, these fruits split 

open and drop seeds to sprout be-

low.  However, beforehand, some 

are eaten by birds, especially 

white-eyed vireos.  Warblers often seen in 

gumbo limbos are thought to seek shelter 

there, rather than eat the seeds. 

  This adaptable tree, widely seen on 

preserved lands, is planted by both backyard 

gardeners and highway departments. In Flor-

ida, the three southernmost counties are its 

main habitats, although the tree can grow as 

far north as St. Petersburg.  Despite disliking 

wet soil, the trunk of this tree retains water for 

use during droughts; this habit probably con-

tributes to its sinewy trunk, which slightly alters 

its diameter during periods of heavy rain or 

drought.   The gumbo-limbo tolerates full sun or 

partial shade, pruning, salt spray, drought, 

sandy soil—but never standing water, espe-

cially saltwater.   It is a remarkable Florida na-

tive tree.  

 Whenever first-time visitors spy a 

Gumbo Limbo tree on Sanibel, they immedi-

ately wonder, ―What is that one?‖  Its twisting 

trunk of flaking bronze-green bark even catches 

the eye of folks not interested in plants.  In 

North America, this tree is unique because it 

has no other immediate relatives, except a few 

species in Mexican deserts.  In the Middle East, 

the trees that produce the resins, frankincense 

and myrrh are related; and a dis-

tant relative, now widespread in 

the US, is the weed tree, ailan-

thus or tree-of-heaven, intro-

duced from China. 

 The funny name, gumbo 

limbo, is thought to be of Afro-

Caribbean origin.  In the Carib-

bean, slaves from West Africa 

learned to boil the tree’s sap, 

which they called gumbo limbo.  

This sticky sap, smelling like tur-

pentine, was smeared onto 

branches of shrubs.  When 

songbirds landed and got stuck, 

they were captured and caged for their music.  

   Caribbean Indians used the tree’s resin 

as both an antiseptic as well as an incense.  

Afro-Caribbeans used the light-weight wood for 

voodoo drums, while early Florida settlers com-

mercially harvested the spongy wood for tooth-

picks, matchsticks, and fruit packing crates.   

And before plastic molds, some merry-go-round 

carousel horses were carved from gumbo 

limbo. 

          Although the wood from this trunk is quite 

soft, the tree can withstand summer storms, 

mainly just losing branches.  If soil is thick 

enough, it can form a substantial tap root.  

When a hurricane does topple a gumbo limbo, 

it is one of the first hardwood trees to resprout 

from suckers.  Fallen branches can also re-

sprout.   Botanists suspect that its widespread 

Best Tree on Sanibel  

by Candice Ethridge  
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How bands are applied?  

Bands are placed around the tarsus of each individual; 

they move freely on the legs. If plastic color bands are 

used, they are placed above the metal band on the tarsus 

and are referred to as a split band. Eventually most color 

bands fade, wear out, or fall off, leaving only a metal band. 

However, color bands have been known to last more than 

ten years. 

Where to report banded Plovers.  

 Piping plovers:  Jennifer Stucker 612-624-1202 or 

jstucker@umn.edu 

 Snowy plovers:  Karen LaMonte 850-265-3676 or 

lamontk@fwc.state.fl.us 

 Semipalmated plovers:  Cheri Gratto-Trevor  

cheri.gratto-trevor@ec.gc.ca 

 Black-bellied plovers: Oscar Johnson 406-587-

7305 or owjohnson2105@aol.com;  

Piping plover website: http://www.waterbirds.umn.edu/

Piping.html 

 Banded plovers that I’ve reported during the 2004 

– 2005 winter have come to SW Florida from the Canadian 

prairies (Alberta and Saskatchewan), the Maritime Prov-

inces (Atlantic Provinces) and Charlevoix Michigan. As of 

3/15/05, I’ve reported 8 different piping and 2 separate 

snowy plovers. The receiver of the reported banded plover 

is suppose to reply to the sender on where the bird was 

banded and other information, but my experience has been 

the responses infrequently occur and patience is required. 

However, this does not diminish the importance of report-

ing banded plovers. My observations are that I’ve made 

multiple sightings of the same plover and the same loca-

tion over a four month period. This would indicate that 

these plovers have wintered in one location and are not a 

passing migrant. 

So in summary, keep an eye out for banded birds, record 

the bands and make a report. The information gathered 

helps the responsible agencies gather data on different 

species.  Good Birding and thanks to the Sanibel-Captiva 

Audubon 

birding 

leaders 

for point-

ing out 

banded 

plovers 

on the 

field out-

ings! 

  

Southwest Florida attracts many species of shorebirds 

during the winter months, including five different plovers: 

black-bellied (largest), piping (classified as endangered), 

snowy (breeds in Florida), semipalmated and Wilson’s.  

 Occasionally while viewing these plovers, I’ve no-

ticed leg bands of different material and colors on a few of 

the birds. These bands are applied to the birds by licensed 

wildlife personnel to help determine where the birds mi-

grate. This information is important in protecting critical 

habitat where the birds migrate to during the winter. An 

example is Bunche Beach where dogs have been re-

stricted because of wintering piping plovers. 

 The information needed to make an observation 

valuable is: species , band color combinations in se-

quence on 

each leg, sight-

ing location  

a n d  d a t e .  

When reporting 

a band combi-

nation, it should 

be reported 

from the bird’s 

left leg (top-

bottom) to right 

l e g  ( t o p -

bottom).  Although the bird is the first thing you  see, on 

second glance look at the legs. A spotting scope is very 

helpful, as it helps provide more accurate observations. 

Even the best color band observers often need to really 

stare at a bird’s legs for a few minutes to accurately deter-

mine colors and band combinations. Bands can be metal, 

plastic or tape, called flags. The color of the bands and 

sequence determine the location of where the plover was 

banded and the year. Many times the bands will fade over 

time due to UV radiation and salt water, so the best light 

for identifying color bands usually occurs in early morning 

or evening when there are fewer direct shadows on the 

bands and legs of the bird. Try to keep the sun behind 

you; try to avoid backlighting (sun behind bird; shining di-

rectly into your eyes). 

Why leg bands are used?  

Marking birds with color bands and a U.S. Fish and Wild-

life Service uniquely numbered metal band enables re-

searchers to: follow individuals from year to year, estimate 

their age, identify breeding partners, measure their suc-

cess as parents, and determine migration routes and win-

tering sites. Accurate observation of band colors and their 

arrangement on the legs, permits the U.S. Fish and Wild-

life Service to positively identify individuals without recap-

turing them. 

Banded Plovers  
by Al Menk  
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Weôre proud to give back to the 

community we call home 

 

Have you checked out the Southwest Florida 

Birdline?  It is a good group to join.  There is info 

on noteworthy birds, migration, wintering, breed-

ing, identification, beginner birders.  Share your 

interests. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SWFLBirdline 

SW FL Birdline ðSign in  

Be Sure to Visit Our 

Great website -  

www.sancapaudubon.org  


